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REPORT OF THE COUNCIL. 

H E Council have the pleasure of presenting their Eighth Annual 
Report on the work and progress of the Association during 
the past year. 

Dublin Meeling.^-The Annual Meeting at Dublin was one 
of the most enjoyable and successful of our annual gather- 
ings. The attendance of members was very satisfactory,and an 
unusually large number of local members and associates 
testified the interest felt in our proceedings by the people of 
Dublin. The arrangements made for our reception were of 
the most hospitable and gratifying character, and the Council beg to tender their hearty 
acknowledgments to the Local Committee, and especially to Dr. Ingram, the President 
of the year, and to the Hon. Secretaries of the Local Committee, Mr. William Archer 
and Mr. John Beveridge, the Town Clerk of Dublin, for their unwearied exertions to 
render our visit a success. 

Members. — The rapid increase in our Membership which was reported last year has 
been maintained. The number of members on our books at August 31st is 495, being 
a net increase in our subscribing membership of 67, The number of life members 
is 31, of honorary members 31, The number of libraries now represented in the 
Association is 191. A considerable number of members have already joined us for 
the Plymouth meeting, and a still further increase may be expected. 

Obituary. — The Council have to regret the loss by death of one of our members, 
Mr, VV. S. W. Vaux, the well-known antiquary and scholar. Mr. Vaux was a member 
of the Organizing Committee of the original Conference of Librarians in 1877, and was 
for some time a Member of our Council. 

Officers. — The office of President not having been filled up at Dublin, the Council 
on January 9th resolved unanimously that the Mayor of Plymouth (Mr. Edward James, 
J. P.) be requested to accept the office of President of the Association for this year. 

A resolution was passed at the DubUn meeting " That not less than three 
Special General Councils shall be held in London during the year, of which a fortnight's 
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previous notice shall be given." Accordingly, during the year three Special General 
Councils have been held to consider questions of importance, and the following country 
members of Council have attended one or more of them : — Messrs. Bradshaw (Cam- 
bridge), Briscoe (Nottingham), Haggerston (Newcastle-upon-Tyne), MacAlister (Leeds), 
Rev.W. D. Macray (Witney), Messrs. Madeley (Warrington), Wright (Plymouth), and Yates 
(Leeds), besides those country members who have attended at ordinary Councils. As 
some of these members have not availed themselves of the privilege accorded by the 
resolution passed at the Dublin meeting, authorizing the Treasurer to pay their railway 
fares, it may deserve consideration at the Plymouth meeting how far it is necessary to 
continue the privilege. Five out of the thirteen Council Meetings held during the 
year have been held at the Gray's Inn Library, and the Council beg to tender their 
acknowledgments for the kindly courtesy thus extended to them by the Master of the 
Library and the Benchers of the Honourable Society. 

Finance. — The Council and officers have had continually under their consideration 
the difficulty of carrying on the work of the Association with the limited means at 
their disposal. On the one hand, the members of the Association, year after year, 
instruct the Council to continue to print a Monthly Journal as well as a volume of 
Transactions ; while, on the other hand, they are not prepared to increase the amount 
of the subscription. These instructions the Council have always been most anxious to 
follow out. It is obvious that with so considerable an increase in the number of 
members the amount of mere routine work and correspondence must necessarily 
increase; but so long as so much printing has to be done it is impossible for the 
Council to pay for the necessary clerical assistance, and in this way a wholly unreason- 
able burden is imposed upon the officers of the Association. Under these circumstances 
it must be a matter for serious consideration what is the proper course to be taken in 
the future. The Council propose to take the opinion of the Annual Meeting as to 
the desirability of imposing an entrance-fee of 105. 6//. and of increasing the amount 
of the life-subscription to J[fi 8j. including entrance-fee. 

Monthly Meetings. — The usual monthly meetings have been held during the year. 
The use of their committee-room has been continued to us by the kindness and 
courtesy of the Board of Managers of the London Institution, and the Council have 
again to tender them hearty thanks on behalf of the Association. 

At the First Meeting (November 7), the Hon. Secretary read a Paper on " The 
Classification of Literature." It was resolved that a classification of books be drawn 
up suitable for Free Public Libraries, and a sub-committee was appointed to report 
to the Council by the Plymouth meeting. 

At the Second Meeting (December 5th), Mr. H. R. Tedder read a Paper on 
"The British Museum Catalogue of early English Books to 1640." 

At the Third Meeting (January 2nd), Dr. Richatd Garnett read a Paper entitled 
"A Memorandum by the late Rev. H. H. Baber on the Removal of the British 
Museum Library from Montague House." 

At the Fourth Meeting (February 6), the Hon. Secretary read a Paper on " London 
Libraries in 17 10." Attention was called to the unsuitable binding in which the last 
volume of the Calendars of State Papers had just been issued, and the following resolution 
was passed on the subject, and directed to be forwarded to the Controller of Her Majesty's 
Stationery Office: — "The Library Association beg to represent to the Controller of Her 
Majesty's Stationery Office the undesirability of issuing the volumes of Calendars of State 
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Papers in the unsuitable binding which has been adopted in the case of the last volume just 
issued, and to point out that the new binding is not only not uniform with the old, but is 
inferior to it in character and appearance, and that the half binding in cloth and paper 
is a very undesirable economy from the purchaser's point of view." 

At the Fifth Meeting (March 8), Mr. H. R. Tedder read a Paper on "The Barkers 
and the Early History of the Royal Patent for Printing the Bible." The Hon. Secretary 
reported that a reply had been received from the Assistant-Controller of the Stationery 
Office acknowledging the receipt of the resolution passed by the last Monthly Meeting 
as to the binding of the Calendars of State Papers, and announcing that the new binding 
had been settled after consultation with the Master of the Rolls, and that it was not 
likely to be altered. 

The first Friday in April falling on Good Friday there was no meeting this month. 

At the Sixth Meeting (May i), Mr. Henry Bradshaw read a Paper on "Early Printed 
Bibles." 

At the Seventh Meeting (June 5), Mr. J. R. Boosd read a Paper on "The Progress 
of Colonial Public Libraries." 

At the Eighth Meeting (July 3), Mr. Joseph Gilburt read a Paper on " Library 
Surplusage," and the Hon. Secretary read a Paper on " MSS. of the Philobiblon." 

By a resolution of the Council the Meetings for August and September were 
suspended. 

Transactions. — The publication of the annual volume has been a cause of 
considerable anxiety to the Council ; of the London and Cambridge volume issued in 
February 500 copies were printed, and pains have been taken to make the volume known 
amongst libraries in this country and in America by the distribution of nearly 1000 
prospectuses. The number of copies printed leaves a large stock after supplying our 
own members, and it may be hoped that in course of time this stock will be realized, 
but the process must be a slow one. Several sheets of the Liverpool volume have been 
issued during the year, but the editor reports to the Council that the final instalment 
of the concluding paper was only received firom its writer in the present month of 
September. The Proceedings were edited and largely in type before the Dublin 
Meeting, and no further delay is anticipated with regard to this volume. , The Council 
have not seen their way to the publication of the Dublin volume until these arrears had 
been disposed of; and as the Plymouth Meeting, will be asked seriously to consider the 
question of dropping either the annual or the monthly publication, they have proposed 
to leave the whole matter open for full discussion at Plymouth. 

Library Chronicle, — The financial responsibilities involved by the carrying on of 
the Chronicle on the scale on which that publication was commenced in pursuance of 
the instruction given by the Annual Meeting at Liverpool, and repeated at Dublin, 
were so great that the Council were obliged to deal specially with the whole matter in 
the spring, ^fter carefully considering the cost of the Chronicle^ and the other calls 
upon the funds of the Association, the Council came to the conclusion that they could 
not undertake to continue the Chronicle. The following resolution was passed at a 
Special General Meeting on January 19th: — "That the funds of the Association do 
not allow the pubUcation of the Library Chronicle in this present form concurrently 
with the Annual Transactions ; in consequence, however, of various contracts, the 
Council feel justified in continuing its publication until the March number." It was 
afterwards proposed and seconded — "That the Council feel that the Members 
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generally would be much averse to the termination of the Chronicle^ and are willing 
to consider the proposal of a number of Members of the Association to take over the 
Chronicle and publish it upon a business basis." The discussion on this motion 
stood adjourned, and will be re-opened at Plymouth. The view taken by the Council 
was communicated to leading Members, and their opinion invited upon a sug- 
gestion which had been made to the Council that a small Company should be 
formed among our Members to carry on what is really a trading concern, which 
to be thoroughly successful requires to be worked upon a proper business footing. 
Meantime, in accordance with the former of these resolutions, the Chronicle 
accounts have only been included in the Treasurer's statement up to March, and 
since then it has been carried on by the Hon. Secretary so as to keep it alive until 
the question of its future can be fully discussed and finally determined. It should be 
borne in mind, therefore, that the balance in favour of the Association in the Statement 
of Assets and Liabilities is subject to the repayment of the expenses incurred in the 
publication of the Chronicle since March, if such repayment is approved. 

Examination of Library Assistants. — In accordance with the announcement made 
in our last Annual Report, an examination of library assistants and others was held 
in July. The extent of the interest felt in the matter was shown by numerous letters 
received from library assistants in reference to the examination. The number of 
candidates who actually entered their names for the examination was only three ; but 
this may be explained by the desire probably felt by many assistants to profit by the 
experience of others, and also by the somewhat severe requirements of the examination 
scheme. The examination was held in London and at Nottingham, under the superin- 
tendence of Mr. J. B. Bailey in London, and of the Secretary at Nottingham. The 
thanks of the Council are due to Mr. Bailey and Mr. Briscoe for the facilities they 
afforded for the due conduct of the examinations. The papers set by the examiners 
will be found in the Library Chronicle (Nos. 16-17, June-July). The examiners 
will, no doubt, make their report at the Plymouth meeting. It may be hoped that the 
scheme which has thus been effectually begun may continue to prosper. 

Classification, — The difficult and complicated subject of Classification has been 
under the consideration of several annual meetings. The November Monthly Meeting 
appointed a sub-committee to draw up a classification of books suitable for Free Public 
Libraries, and it is hoped that they will be able to report to the Plymouth meeting. 

Village Libraries. — The subject of Village Libraries was brought before the 
Council in December last by the Rev. Chancellor Parish, and the Council undertook 
to place the subject in their Plymouth programme. The matter may be fitly discussed 
in connection with Mr. TrevaiFs Paper on "The Extension of the Free Library 
System to Rural Districts." 

Curators. — A resolution was passed at the Dublin meeting, on the motion of 
Mr. E. Howarth, Curator of the Public Museum, Sheffield, requesting the Council to 
consider the desirability of so enlarging the scope of the Association, as to include 
officers connected with museums and art galleries. The Council have discussed the 
matter, and feel that the proposal is deserving of further consideration, but are not as 
yet in a position to make a definite recommendation. 

Junior Assistants. — The opinion of the Council was invited as to the desirability 
of extending facilities to junior assistants to become connected with the Association. 
They were naturally inclined to receive with favour any suggestion that would tend to 
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increase the interest of assistants in library work or to lead to their improvement, and 
are glad that Mr. Formby, of Liverpool, has given notice of a motion which may 
probably lead to a discussion of the subject. 

Proposed Visit to America, — Our members will recollect that in response to 
repeated invitations from our American colleagues, the Dublin meeting resolved, 
"That this annual meeting of the Library Association of the United Kingdom 
expresses its hope that a large number of our members may be able to attend the 
proposed International Conference to be held in America next year, and that a most 
successful meeting may be the result." Unfortunately, the difficulties in the way of 
forming a suitable delegation were found so great, that at the May (Special General) 
Council it was reluctantly resolved : — " That Mr. Dewey be informed that the Council 
regret to find that it is impracticable to arrange a visit to America this year, but hope 
that it may be possible to make arrangements for next year, which will be the tenth 
anniversary of the first American meeting, and that the Council beg to offer their 
best wishes for the success of the American Association." 

Free Public Libraries, — The Council have again to report that no progress has 
been made with the Free Libraries Bill, which has been before Parliament since 1882. 
In their last Report reference was made to the return of places possessing libraries 
established under the Acts, moved for on the 8th of May, 1884, by Mr. Anderson, M.P. 
This return was presented in March last, and in May was issued to the public. 
Although this document brings together a good deal of information, it is unfortunately 
marked by a great want of completeness. While it records the names of 1 1 5 places in 
which the Acts have been adopted, it omits no less than fourteen places in which the 
Acts have also been adopted. These places are enumerated in the Library Chronicle 
for May (at page 68) as follow : — Bootle, Darlaston, Hanley, Hucknall Torkard, 
Madeley, Oldham, Tipton, Warminster, Willenhall, Wimbledon, and Winchester. 
During the past year four other places have adopted the Acts, viz. Loughborough, 
Newcastle-under-Lyne, Poole, and Truro. They have been rejected at Bournemouth, 
Glasgow, and Huddersfield. The total number of places in the three kingdoms in 
which the Acts have been adopted is thus increased to 133. During the year Free 
Libraries have also been established by private munificence at Huntley and Leek. 
The Libraries at Cheltenham, Oldham, and Wandsworth, have been opened during the 
year, while new buildings or extensions have been opened at Gateshead, Plymouth 
and Rochdale, and the foundation stone of a new building has been laid at Swansea. 
A new branch has been opened in connection with the Bristol Free Library, and three 
new branch reading rooms have been opened at Nottingham. 

Public Documents, — 'I he question of the distribution of Public Documents to 
Libraries has long been under the attention of the Association, and the Council are 
glad to think that they have been to some extent successful in developing public 
opinion on the subject and also in pressing it on the attention of the Government. At 
a Special General Council, on May ist, it was resolved, on the motion of Messrs. J. Yates 
and J. P. Briscoe, " That the Council be requested to consider the advisability of 
bringing their influence to bear upon the Treasury and Stationery Office, in favour of 
a more liberal distribution of public documents to libraries, and in particular to secure 
that no book be destroyed until every large library has been offered a copy. The 
matter was also brought before the Committee of the Leeds Pubhc Library by 
Mr. Yates, who has always taken a leading part in the agitation of this question ; and 
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as a result of the exertions of the Leeds authorities and the Council, the Treasury 
authorities consented to receive a deputation upon the subject. The following 
resolutions were accordingly passed at a Special Meeting of the Council, in August : — 

1. " That a deputation of Members of the Library Association and others wait 

upon Lord Iddesleigh and Sir Henry Holland to represent the desirability 
of presentation to Free Public Libraries of the United Kingdom by the 
various Government Departments (such as the Admiralty, Public Record 
Office, India and Colonial Offices, Stationery Office, Ordnance Survey, &a, 
of publications printed from time to time at the public expense with the 
Parliamentary Papers)." 

2. " That instructions be given to the deputation to ask that the works issued 

may be deposited in such of the Libraries referred to as shall apply for the 
same, and which shall undertake to provide proper accommodation for the 
volumes so presented, to keep them in good condition, and to place them at 
the service of the public in the same manner and under the same conditions 
as the publications of the Patent Office." 
The deputation was received on the 12th August by the First Lord of the 
Treasury (Lord Iddesleigh) with the Financial Secretary (Sir Henry Holland), and 
consisted of Messrs. J. P. Briscoe (Nottingham), H. T. Folkard (Wigan), J. D. Mullins 
(Birmingham), Henry Stevens,' H. R. Tedder, W. H. K. Wright (Plymouth), J. Yates 
(Leeds), and the Hon. Secretary, with Mr. Alderman Lupton, Mr. Alderman Booth- 
royd, and Mr. Councillor Barker, of Leeds. The deputation was introduced by Mr. 
W. L. Jackson, the senior Member of Parliament for Leeds, and Mr. J. P. Thomassony 
M.P. for Bolton, also attended. Several members of the deputation having expressed 
the views set forth in the above resolutions, Lord Iddesleigh replied that he thoroughly 
recognized the important character of the deputation as representing the principal 
centres of industry, where the Libraries were extremely well managed and were of 
great use to the localities, but when they made an appeal to the Government to 
grant books and publications, it became a question whether the Government should 
become, as it were, supporters and subsidizers of the existing Libraries. Those 
publications were available to the public to purchase at an extremely low price, the price 
including simply that of ink and paper, and it was a test of the way in which works 
were valued whether people were willing to purchase them or not. At the same time 
he did not wish to express any too discouraging an opinion because he was very sensible 
of the advantage which the country derived from the circulation throughout it of such 
information ; he was afraid, however, that he should find that the expense would be 
not at all inconsiderable, and from an estimate which he had had made he found that 
there were about 130 libraries established under the Libraries Act of 1850, and that the 
expense of supplying Parliamentary Papers gratis to these would involve a charge of 
between ;^5ooo and ;£6ooo, and this would practically be a grant made by the Treasury 
without a vote being taken in the House of Commons. He was, however, so unwilling 
to say anything discouraging in this matter that he preferred not to give any further 
answer at present than to say that he would take into consideration what had 
been stated, and see whether any proposals could be made. If any arrangement 
could be arrived at by information to the Government, that would alter the position 
altogether, and he was not in despair of being able to make some suggestion in that 
direction. 
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The answer made by Lord Iddesleigh is as favourable as might have been expected. 
It is only by persistently keeping the matter before the Government that we can hope 
to succeed in obtaining what we require. 

Plymouth Meeting. — In conclusion, the Council have to place upon record their 
appreciation of the exertions made by the Local Committee at Plymouth to secure a 
thoroughly enjoyable meeting, and their conviction that these efforts will be crowned 
with the success that they deserve. In particular they are confident that the exhibition 
which has been planned and carried out by Mr. Wright will do much not only to 
promote the success of the meeting but to extend and deepen the interest taken by 
the general public in the work of the Association. 
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AUDITORS' REPORT. 

We beg to report that we have examined the foregoing Statements of the 
Treasurer's Cash Account, and the Liabilities and Assets of the Association, and 
have compared them with the Treasurer's books and vouchers, the Register of 
Members, and other documents submitted to us, and we find that they correctly set 
forth the pecuniary transactions of the Association for the year ending at the 31st 
August, 1885, and the approximate position of its affairs at that date. The account 
of the receipts from the Library Chronicle has been furnished by the Honorary 
Secretary, and has not been examined in detail by us. It is proposed to adopt a 
system of books which will allow of such detailed audit in the future, if the 
publication of the Library Chronicle should be continued. 

G. R. HUMPHERY, \ 

T. J. Agar, \ Auditors, 

Chartered Accountant, 
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PROCEEDINGS 

THE EIGHTH ANNUAL MEETING OF THE LIBRARY 
ASSOCIATION OH THE UNITED KINGDOM, 

Held at Plymouth, September 15TH, i6th, i/th and i8th, 1885. 
FIRST DAY. 



TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER Ij/A. 



If^ 



HE Eighth Annual 
Meeting of the As- 
sociation was held 
at Plymouth in 
the Western Law 
Courts, on Tues- 
day, Wednesday, 
Thursday and 
Friday, the isth, 
1 6th, 17 th and 
i8ih of September, under the presidency 
of the Mayor of Plymouth (Mr. Edward 
James, J. P.) About 220 Members and Asso- 
ciates attended. 

The following are the names of the ladies 
and gentlemen who joined as Associates for 
this Meeting; — Hon. John Baring, Memb- 
land, Plympton ; Mr. John Bavlv, Seven 
Trees, Plymouth ; Mr. Robert Baylv, Ton- 
Grove, near Plymouth ; Mr. T. S. Bayly, 
Chairman of the East Stonehouse Local 
Board, Stonehouse; Rev, Thos. A. Berves, 
Beaumont, Plymouth ; Mr. J. Veriton Bond 



B.A., B.Sc., 13, Crescent, Plymouth; Mr.W. 
Copeland Borlase, M.P., F.S.A., Laregan, 
Penzance; Mr. T. N. BruShfielD, M.D., 
The Cliff, Budleigh Salterton; Mr. Robert 
BuRNARD, 3, Hillsborough, Mannamead, 
Plymouth ; Mr. Edward Clarke, Q.C, M.P., 
37, Russell Square,W.C. ; Mr.W. F. COLLIER, 
Wood-Town, Horrabridge ; Mr. J. G. COM- 
MIN, 230, High Street, Exeter ; Mr. Leonard 
Courtney, M.P., 15, Cheync Walk, Chelsea, 
S.W. ; Mr. A. R. Debnam, 10, Portland 
Road, Stoke, Devonport; Alderman William 
DerRY, Houndiscombe, Plymouth; Mr. God- 
frey H. Evans, 4, Rochester Terrace, Ply- 
mouth ; Mr. R. Reynolds Fox, Westbrook, 
near Plymouth ; Mr. James Gale, Ph.D., 
M.A,, F.G.S,, F.C.S., 18, Lockyer Street, 
Plymouth ; Alderman John Greenway, ex- 
Mayor of Plymouth, Ford Park, Plymouth ; 
SirWilliamHAMiLTON, Bart., Stoke Cottage, 
Stoke, Devonport ; Rev. W. HAMPSHIRE, 
M.A., Librarian, Cathedral Library, Exeter ; 
Capt. G. H. INSKIP, R.N., J.P.,2i,Torriiigton 
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Place, Plymouth ; Mr. George Jago, Halwell 
House, Plymouth ; Mr. John Kinsman, 
Millbay Road, Plymouth ; Mr. E. S. Lan- 
caster, 3, St. Andrew's Terrace, Plymouth; 
Mr. James Loye, 50, Torrington Place, Ply- 
mouth ; Mr. W. H. LUKE, 8, Bedford Street, 
Plymouth; Mr.W. Luscombe, J.P., Clarham, 
Compton-Gifford, Plymouth ; Mr. P. Stewart 
Macliver, M.P., Ardnave, Weston-super- 
Mare j Mr. Joseph May, M.D., J.P. (Member 
of the Devonport Free Library Conmiittee), 
I, Nelson Villas, Stoke, Devonport ; Mr. H. 
B. MiLDMAY, Flete, Ivybridge, Plymouth ; 
Rt. Hon. Earl of MORLEY, Saltram, Plympton ; 
Mr. Fred. R. Neild, M.D., 6, Sussex Ter- 
race, Plymouth ; Mr. Charles Norrington, 
J. P., Abbotsford, Mannamead, Plymouth ; 
Dr. Robert OxLAND, F.C.S., 32, Portland 
Square, Plymouth ; Mr. James Penson, 7, 
Boon's Place, Plymouth ; Plymouth Co- 
operative and Industrial Society, Cornwall 
Street, Plymouth ; Messrs. PoPHAM, Rad- 
ford & Co., 37 & 38, Bedford Street, Plymouth ; 
Mr. Charles R. Prance, M.D., 18, Princess 
Square, Plymouth ; Mr. Charles Radford, 
37 & 38, Bedford Street, Plymouth; Mr. 
Daniel Radford (Member of the Exeter 
Free Library Committee), Mount Radford, 
Exeter ; Mr. John H. Radford, Ensworth 
House, Higher Compton, Plymouth ; Mr. 
George Redway, 15, York Street, Covent 
Garden, W.C; Rt. Hon. Lord Revelstoke, 
Membland, Plympton; Mr. E. Richards, 
14, Lockyer Street, Plymouth; Mr. J. Erskine 
Risk, M. A., St. Andrew's Chapelry, Plymouth ; 
Mr. W. S. ROOKER (Member of the Free 
Library Committee), Bideford ; Mr. Fredk. 
Row, M.D., J. P., 28, Ker Street, Devonport; 
Mr. J. Brooking RowE, F.S.A, F.L.S., 
Plympton Lodge, Plympton ; Mr. Daniel 
Slater, M.A., Cheveley Hall, Compton- 
Giflford, Plymouth ; Mr. W. J. SQUARE, 
F.R.C.S., 22, Portland Square, Plymouth ; 
Mr. W. Cecil Wade, 5, Portland Square, 
Plymouth; Mr. C. H.Walter, Farley Hotel, 
Union Street, Plymouth ; Mr. R. J. Wati'S 
(Member of the Devonport Free Library 
Committee^, 2, Park Place, Moles worth Road, 
Stoke, Devonport ; Mr. F. J. Webb, M.C.P., 
F.G.S., 13, Portland Villas, Plymouth; Mr. R. 
Westington, Librarian, Tavistock Library, 
Tavistock; Mr. H. S. Wilcocks, 32, Wynd- 



ham Square, Plymouth; Rev. Prebendary C. 
T. Wilkinson, D.D., St. Andrew's Vicarage, 
Plymouth; Mr. Edward Windeatt, Bridge- 
town, Totnes ; Mr. H. B. S. Woodhouse, 
15, Portland Square, Plymouth ; Mr. J. W. 
Zaehnsdorf, 36, Catherine Street, Strand. 

On Tuesday, September 15 th, at 12 o'clock 
noon, the President received the Associa- 
tion at a Special Meeting of the Town 
Council in the Council Chamber, when the 
members were introduced to the Mayor by 
Mr. W. H. K. Wright. 

The Mayor then took the Chair, and 
addressing the Council and Members of the 
Association, said it was his pleasurable duty 
to give them a cordial welcome to the ancient 
borough of Plymouth. The history of 
Plymouth was most interesting, but there 
were other matters connected with the 
borough which would, no doubt, demand 
their study during their short stay. Most 
persons who attended conferences of this 
kind had two objects in view — the one being 
to support the particular institution that 
might be holding its meetings, the other to 
give themselves a little holiday and make 
themselves better acquainted with some 
portions of the United Kingdom than they 
would otherwise be. Perhaps a few of those 
present to-day might be willing to plead guilty 
to the soft impeachment. If that should be 
the case, there were many things in the town 
of Plymouth, and in its neighbourhood, worth 
calling attention to. His Worship rapidly 
sketched the leading features of the three 
towns and the locality, making especial 
reference to the group of Municipal Buildings 
in which they were met — a group which he 
thought reflected credit alike on architect 
and builder and on the town. He also re- 
commended visitors to inspect St. Andrew's 
Church, and took occasion to speak of the ex- 
cellent Exhibition of Books and Bindings at 
the Old Hospital in Notte Street, and of the 
Building Trades Exhibition at the Drill Hall 
with its illustrations of the building materials 
of the locality. The Hoe, Drake's Statue, 
Smeaton Tower, the Citadel, Mount Edg- 
cumbe, the Dockyards, the Royal Albert 
Bridge, and Earl Morley's estate at Saltram 
were also mentioned, and, speaking of the 
beauties of the Tamar, his Worship said he 
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was sure that the owner of the beautiful 
grounds at Pentillie Castle would be only too 
delighted to welcome every Member of the 
Association. If any had time after the 
Meetings of the Association were over, he 
recommended them to run through Cornwall 
to the Land's End, and called attention to 
the fact that the Royal Polytechnic Society 
would be holding its meetings at Falmouth 
next week. Concluding, the Mayor said he 
thought he had shown them that the beauties 
of the neighbourhood were not easily ex- 
hausted ; and he trusted the visitors would 
leave Plymouth with the conviction that it 
was by no means a bad place to come to. 

Preb. Wilkinson, D.D., who was called 
upon by the Mayor, said he had great 
pleasure in adding a few words of welcome to 
the Members of so important an Association. 
Plymouth had been visited by a variety of 
associations, occupying high positions and 
doing important work ; but he believed this 
was the first time the Library Association 
had come there, and, as one long connected 
with the town, though not a native of it, he 
esteemed it an honour to be allowed to join 
with the Mayor in bidding the members of 
the Association a hearty welcome. He spoke 
as one who was much interested in the good 
work the members of the Association were 
undoubtedly doing. One of his first public 
utterances in Plymouth outside his church 
— now fifteen years ago — was to urge upon 
the people of the town the importance of 
establishing a Free Library. He did so for 
two reasons — in the first place, because just 
at that time a great impetus had been given 
to the cause of popular education by the 
passing of the Elementary Education Act ; 
and secondly because he had had the great 
advantage of seeing what a benefit the Free 
Library at Birmingham had been to the 
inhabitants of that town. He rejoiced to see 
present an old friend of his — Mr. G. J. 
Johnson, chairman of the great Free Library 
of Birmingham. Having, as he had said, 
seen for himself the enormous advantage of 
a Free Library for the people of such a large 
town, he felt it his duty to Plymouth to 
advocate the establishment of a similar 
institution. He was glad to know that the 
Plymouth Free Library had been such a 



great success as it had — owing, to a very 
great extent, to the ability, the attention, and 
the zeal of his good Triend the librarian, 
Mr. Wright. He was sure that after the 
members of the Association had been in the 
town a few days, and had seen for themselves 
the arrangements made for the success of the 
meeting and for their own personal comfort, 
they would feel that he was not saying a 
word too much in favour of the administrative 
ability of his friend the borough librarian. 
As an old educationalist, therefore, he did 
welcome most heartily the establishment of a 
good library at Plymouth ; and he rejoiced'to 
see so many gentlemen present connected 
with libraries of the same kind in different 
parts of the kingdom, for he felt that they 
were doing, and had been doing, a most 
important and educational work. Dr. Wil- 
kinson spoke with pleasure of the large 
number of 3oard Schools erected in London 
and in such towns as Plymouth, and remarked 
that the work of the School Boards had not 
in any degree lessened the importance of the 
success of the educational work done by the 
Church and the various denominations. 
Continuing, he said the Mayor had given 
them a most interesting account of the 
objects worth seeing in the neighbourhood. 
They had come to Plymouth, however, to 
hear papers read, and to take part in the 
reception arranged for, and he was quite sure 
they would all shut their ears to what the 
Mayor had said. He trusted that the result 
of the Mayor's address would not be to 
deprive the readers of papers of their 
audiences. An eminent man came to Ply- 
mouth from Edinburgh on the occasion of 
the meeting of another Association a few 
years ago, and brought a most valuable paper 
to read, but the attractions of the locality 
were so great that he had no audience except 
the chairs. He did not think the gentlemen 
who remained outside lost very much, how- 
ever. The object of the author's paper was 
to promote a good work in which all the 
members were much interested ; and he was 
persuaded that when they returned home, 
although they did not hear the paper, they 
carried back a fund of health and strength, 
and were much better prepared than when 
they came to Plymouth to do the work in 
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which they were engaged. As vicar of St 
Andrew, he should be very glad to welcome 
any friend who wished to go over the parish 
church. The building had been recently 
restored at a cost of nearly ;^ 10,000, and it 
contained some fine old monuments. He 
trusted the Plymouth Meeting of the Library 
Association would prove not only profitable, 
but pleasant and agreeable. 

Mr. R. C. Christie said "I have been 
deputed by my colleagues of the Council to 
respond to the welcome you have so kindly 
g^ven us this morning. It is a matter of great 
satisfaction to the Association, not only to 
visit Plymouth, but to be received in this 
official and very cordial manner by the chief 
magistrate and Town Council of so important 
a town. The institution which meets here 
at Plymouth for the first time has now had an 
existence of very nearly ten years; this being, I 
think, its Ninth Annual Meeting. This, I 
may say, is not only our first visit to Plymouth, 
but our first visit to any part of the south- 
west of England ; our previous Meetings 
having been held in the three capitals — 
London, Edinburgh, and Dublin, in the two 
university towns, Oxford and Cambridge, 
and in the great cities of the North, such as 
Manchester and Liverpool. We anticipate, 
and we anticipate with certainty, that our 
Meeting here will be — (as Dr. Wilkinson has 
just said) — both pleasant and profitable. You, 
sir, have told us of the great number of 
interesting places that are within our reach. 
Some of us were already aware of their 
existence, but what you have said will cer- 
tainly increase our desire to visit them. For 
myself, I may say that this is my first visit to 
Plymouth and, as I only arrived late last 
night, I have not yet had opportunity to see 
much ; but my first visit was paid to the Hoe, 
where I went last night, in the company of one 
of my colleagues, notwithstanding the rain. 
We remembered the historical game of bowls 
to which you have referred, Mr. Mayor ; but 
the statue of Drake we have not yet seen, for 
it was too dark. You, sir, have referred to 
the most beautiful building in which you 
have received us this morning. I for one 
was not at all prepared to find in Plymouth 
a pile of new buildings of such magnitude 
and beauty. They certainly form a most 



harmonious and artistic group ; and no doubt 
the interior arrangements, if we may judge 
from the fine hall in which we are assembled* 
are quite equal to the beauty of the exterior. 
It may be interesting to many of you to know 
that one of your fine pictures — the one oppo- 
site me [Hart's "Execution of Lady Jane 
Grey"] is the work of a librarian. Solomon 
Hart was for many years the Librarian of the 
Royal Academy, and I believe that he had a 
very intimate knowledge of the duties of a li- 
brarian and of all matters relating to books 
and libraries. You, sir, have expressed A hope 
that the members of the Association would 
not devote themselves entirely to business, 
but a little to pleasure, and Dr. Wilkinson 
has suggested that perhaps it would be more 
expedient if we devoted ourselves entirely to 
pleasure, and were to take the papers as read. 
That,of course, will be entirely a matter for the 
Association to decide for themselves. But 
I may venture to tell Dr. Wilkinson, in strict 
confidence, that the papers read before this 
Association are not all of them of a dry and 
uninteresting character, as in the case of some 
of the learned institutions at whose Meetings 
I myself have had the honour more than 
once of acting as Vice-President of a section, 
and where I have felt, I must confess, that it 
would been much more pleasant to have 
followed the example of the gentlemen re- 
ferred to as having gone out into the country 
instead of stopping to listen to the papers. 
But the papers that are to come before the 
Association this week are of an exceedingly 
attractive and interesting character, particu- 
larly those relating to local matters. I find 
from the programme that there are several 
papers to be read which will inform us very 
fully of the state of the various libraries of 
the counties of Devon and Cornwall. One 
of the objects of this Association, and one of 
the objects of these meetings, is to obtain and 
publish information respecting the libraries 
of the different parts of the kingdom, and 
we have no doubt at all that when we have 
heard the papers we shall all go back to our 
respective homes very much better acquainted 
with the libraries here, and also with a very 
much higher opinion of the condition of 
those libraries than we had before we came 
here. The free library of this town we 
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have not yet visited, but I am sure we were 
very glad indeed to hear what fell from Dr. 
Wilkinson respecting it. We were exceed- 
ingly pleased to find that the clergy and the 
corporation were working with so much 
harmony, and in that full and complete 
sympathy with the free public library which 
we wish to see everywhere, but which, 
unfortunately, we do not see everywhere. 
The Mayor is in full sympathy with the free 
library, and is, I believe, its chairman. That 
is most satisfactory. I am told that if there 
is one member of the committee to whom 
the free library is more indebted than 
another it is Mr. R. C. Serpell. But I am 
quite sure that to whomsoever the Plymouth 
free library owes its origin, and however 
great may be the services of the gentleman 
who formed it, the library, the corporation, 
and the town are most fortunate in the 
possession of Mr. Wright as their librarian. 
Having had the pleasure of knowing Mr. 
Wright, and meeting him at many of our 
conferences, having heard his papers, and 
knowing what he has done, I am sure there 
could not be a more efficient librarian, or one 
who could do more in every way to promote 
the interests of so great an institution. For 
I do regard the free library as a great insti- 
tution. It must become more and more in the 
future the great university of the lower classes, 
and it depends very much upon those by whom 
the library is governed and directed to what 
extent it will perform its great work. If the 
books are well selected, if there is a good 
collection of them, if the library is put upon 
such a footing that every one has convenient 
access to it, and, above all, if the librarian 
and his staff act as I am sure any staff under 
Mr. Wright will act, then the library will be 
of the very greatest benefit in supplementing 
the Education Act, and in many other ways 
contributing to the welfare of the people. I 
will not detain you longer, but again thank 
you, sir, for the very cordial manner in which 
you have received us on this occasion. 

Mr. p. S. Macliver, M.P., said he very 
gladly supplemented the admirable remarks 
of his friend Dr. Wilkinson in welcoming the 
members of the Library Association to the 
ancient borough of Plymouth. As one who 
had been engaged for nearly forty years in the 



production of popular literature, he felt a 
great sympathy with the free library move- 
ment ; and, in case any authors of papers on 
the present occasion should meet with the 
fate referred to by Dr. Wilkinson, they would 
find some compensation in the fact that, if 
there was nobody to hear them read, they 
would be published the next morning in the 
two admirable daily papers which Plymouth 
was fortunate enough to possess. He entirely 
concurred in the remarks that had been made 
with regard to their borough librarian. 
Plymouth was exceedingly fortunate in having 
a man like Mr. Wright, who seemed to have 
been bom for the office, uniting in himself as 
he did so admirably all the qualities requisite 
to the efficient performance of its duties. 
As the Mayor was about to take them to 
another quarter, he would not prolong his 
remarks, but content himself with again 
assuring them how cordially he joined in the 
reception offered that day to the members 
of the Association." 

The members then proceeded to lunch with 
the Mayor at the Royal Hotel. An account 
of the proceedings will be found in the 
Appendix. 

At 2 o'clock the Mayor took the Chair 
and called upon Mr. Alderman John Shelly 
to read his Paper on 
"The Libraries of the Three Towns 

(Plymouth, Stonehouse and Devon- 
port)." 

The President said he was quite sure 
they had listened with very great pleasure to 
Mr. Shell/s Paper, and if any gentleman 
wished to ask any questions or make any 
remark they would be happy to hear him. 

The Rev. W. S. Lach-Szyrma asked if 
there were any old Church Libraries in 
Plymouth ? 

Mr. Alderman SHELLY said there were 
none at Plymouth. At Plympton St. Mary 
there was a small Church Library, but it 
was not an old one. 

The President then called upon Dr. T. 
N. Brushfield to read his Paper on 

"The Bibliography of the * History 
OF the World,' and of the * Remains 
of Sir Walter Ralegh.' " 

Mr. Chancellor CHRISTIE said that he 
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should have been glad to make a few re- 
marks on these two papers, and was quite 
sure that the gentleman who had read the 
papers would understand that it was not 
from any want of interest in them if they did 
not discuss these Papers in the way they 
would admit of. But the hospitality of their 
friend, the Mayor, had made them more than 
a little late in commencing the proceedings, 
and there was still so much to do that time 
forbade much discussion. 

Mr. Harrison said that Dr. Brushfield's 
Paper had interested him very much because 
of the romantic character of Sir Walter 
Ralegh, and of those two reigns of Elizabeth 
and James I. There were three Brothers 
Shirley who travelled in Persia, and if they 
were traced something might be discovered 
of the connection of the Shirleys with Sir 
Walter Ralegh mentioned by Dr. Brushfield. 

Mr. Wright said that he had a few re- 
marks to make on behalf of "the young 
man from Vermont," Mr. Henry Stevens, 
who had sent him this letter. 

« 

Vennont House, 13, Upper Avenue Road, N.W. 
London, Sept. 14, 1885. 

My Dear Mr. Wright, 

I am very sorry not to have the pleasure of hear- 
ing Mr. Brushfield's paper on the bibliography of 
Ralegh's "History of the World." If there be any 
lack of discussion after the paper please '* rise and 
explain " that had that young man from Vermont been 
able to be present he would most likely have com- 
mitted himself to words and added something on the 
subject, I daresay not new but probably true. I have 
for the last ten years paid considerable attention to the 
life and writings of that par nobUe fratrum^ Ralegh 
and Thomas Harlot. The result is burled in type 
though not yet published, a little volume of about 250 
pages. I venture to enclose herewith eight pages of 
proof, which you may read as my notions of the His- 
tory of the World, if you think there be a good 
opportunity and the time will not be wasted. . . . 
I wish you and all the members a jolly good dme« 

Yours in haste, 

HsNRT Stkvins 

of Vermont. 

[Extract.] 

"This grand work (The History of the World) 
which in almost every chapter shows the masterly hand 
of Ralegh himself needs no comment here. It is, how- 
ever, no disparagement to the book (but the contrary) 



to say that in the collectiun, arrangement anJ cou- 
densation of its materials ; that to unlock the muni- 
ment room of antiquity and peruse the chief authors of 
the Greek and Latin cla8sics,from Herodotus to Livy and 
Eusebius, covering a period of nearly 4000 years, he must 
have had at cheerful beck powerful and competent aid. 
To collect, read, collate, note down and digest these vast 
and scattered treasures into reasonable and presentable 
shape for the master mind, required not a bevy of poets 
and parsons, but one masterly scholar of scientific, 
analytic, mathematical, philosophical and religious 
training. Such a man was Harlot. We read of Gib- 
bon's twenty years* fag and toil on the materials of the 
Hbtory of the Roman Empire alone, and at a time 
when there were many aids not existing in Ralegh's 
day. Gibbon personally ransacked the libraries of 
Europe. Ralegh had scarcely four years to cover the 
four most ancient empires and a much longer period, 
and was himself confined to Tower Hill ; but he 
had at command a Harlot, a sort of winged Mercury, 
who was neither entowered nor hide-bound with conceit 
and ignorance; he was a marvelously good Greek and 
Latin scholar, who wrote Ladn with almost as much 
ease as English. One has but to read the vast number 
of notes, citations and particular references in the His- 
tory of the World to see the height, depth and perfect 
modelling of the structure. Ralegh was unquesdon- 
ably the designer, the architect and finisher of his 
History of the World; to him is due the honour and 
credit of the work. But who was the builder? The 
answer manifestly is Thomas Harlot, of Sion-on- 
Thames, learned, padent, self forgetdng, painstaking, 
long waiting, devoted Hariot" 

The Meeting then adjourned. 



The members proceeded to visit the fol- 
lowing Libraries and Institutions in Ply- 
mouth : — The Plymouth Proprietary and 
Cottonian Library in Cornwall Street ; the 
Library of the Plymouth Institution, Athe- 
naeum ; the Free Public Library ; the 
Mechanics* Institute ; and the Library of 
the Co-operative and Industrial Society. 

They afterwards went to Devonport to 
visit the Devonport Free Public Library, 
where they were received by the library 
committee after which the Mayoress of 
Devonport gave an At Home at the Free 
Library. 

At 8 p.m. the Committee of the Plymouth 
Free Public Library received the members 
of the Association at a soiree in the Library, 
Whimpole Street. 
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SECOND DAY. 



WEDNESDA V, SEPTEMBER i6ih. 




HE chair was taken by Mr. Chan- 
cellor Christie, who said that the 
first business of the Meeting was 
the presentation of the Report of 
the Council on the work of the year, and the 
Treasurer's and Auditor's Reports. As the 
copies of the Reports had not yet arrived, 
they would be formally presented, and it was 
proposed to adjourn the discussion of them 
until to-morrow. The Reports were then 
presented. 

The Chairman called upon Mr. Yates to 
read his Paper on 

" Our Town Library; its Successes and 
Failures." 

Mr. Harrison, in opening the discussion, 
said that he came into the room just in time 
to hear that the price of shares in the Leeds 
Circulating Library had risen from £6 to 
;^2o. It was within his recollection when 
they were worth about ;£5, and the advance 
was very extraordinary, seeing that the Free 
Library had been established since. It 
showed that Leeds was rising up to a sense 
of its literary responsibilities, and that it 
wanted to read and improve itself and come 
to the front with Manchester and Birming- 
ham. Mr. Yates's Paper was discursive, but 
very interesting. 

Mr. MULLINS said that it was quite worth 
while to make a note of the fact just touched 
upon by Mr. Harrison, because there were 
still a number of slightly stupid people who 
thought that free libraries injured subscrip- 
tion libraries. Mr. Yates' reference to the 
Leeds Subscription Library showed that the 
facts, so far as his experience went, directly 
contradicted that stupid notion. The Birm- 
ingham Old Library certainly had not suf- 
fered from the Free Library; on the contrary, 
it had advanced in numbers. Still there was 
no doubt a prevailing prejudice that if a free 
library was opened the others must be 
closed. It had a directly contrary effect. 



The free library instead of being antagonistic 
was really a benefit to the other libraries. 
Persons who only began to read high-class 
literature when a free library was opened, 
were subsequently found subscribing to the 
old libraries. It was a very important 
matter that this should be known in little 
towns, where they were struggling against 
people who would not let them have a free 
library. At Torquay, Brighton, and other 
places, the opposition came from people who 
sympathized with the subscription libraries, 
under the impression that they would be 
ruined if free libraries were opened, and the 
sooner it was known that the contrary was 
the fact the better. 

The Chairman remarked that it was quite 
true Mr. Yates' Paper was discursive : there 
was hardly a question of libraries or politics 
which could not be raised upon it ; but it 
was extremely satisfactory to hear of the 
success of the Leeds Library, and the con- 
tinued and increasing success of it In his 
Paper Mr. Yates had said something about a 
paper which he (the Chancellor) read before 
the Library Association at Liverpool, Sir 
James Picton was said by him to have re- 
marked that all the libraries he (Mr. Chancellor 
Christie) spoke about had been established 
during the Protectorate or Commonwealth. 
He had forgotten that Sir James made that 
remark, but if he did make it, it was entirely 
erroneous. There was not a single one of 
the old Church or School Libraries estab- 
lished in Lancashire during the Common- 
wealth. 

Mr. J. P. Briscoe then read his Paper on 

"Libraries for the Young." 

The Chairman said the discussion had 
better be taken after the next Paper. 
Mr. Wright then read a Paper on 

" Our Boys and What do they read." 

Mr. Harrison said that he felt safe in 
expressing the thanks of the Meeting to Mr. 
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Wright. For his own part he was bound to 
say that it was local information of this kind 
that was most refreshing to the librarians 
coming from the metropolis, who had no 
other opportunity of acquiring knowledge of 
the kind. 

Mr. Yates said that in Leeds they had not 
made a separate juvenile library, but they 
had from the first allowed parents to send 
any child, no matter what his age, and they 
looked to the parent for the safe keeping of 
the book, and also to see that the book is a 
right and proper book for his child to read. 
Mr. Wright had called attention to "Jack 
Sheppard." He (Mr. Yates) might say that 
that was the only book he had found his 
committee very definite about. They bought 
six copies in London ; but as soon as he 
submitted them to his committee they gave 
him authority to put them on the fire at once. 
They said " we will not help to manufacture 
thieves." His opinion was, that the librarian 
could only be held responsible for the safe 
keeping of the books. The boy's morals 
must be directed by parents and teachers. 

Mr. Harrison feared that Sir Walter 
Scott, to the mind of the frivolous youth of 
the present day, appeared rather severe 
reading, with his notes and descriptions. 
But it was very wholesome reading, and if 
they encouraged the reading of Scott they 
would do a great thing. People wondered at 
the charm of Robinson Crusoe which Charles 
Dickens said never raised a smile or caused 
a tear. Yet it had the most extraordinary 
popularity of any book of fiction in the 
world. The explanation seemed to him to be 
that the hero was put into a position in which 
many people might possibly find themselves, 
and the expedients he adopted to make him- 
self comfortable and live as a man under 
difficulties was what we could all sympathize 
with. He quite agreed that the juvenile 
library ought to form part of the great library, 
because it brought parents there. The best 
writers of books for the young were fast dis- 
appearing. Mr. Henty used to study history 
to make his books ; and although our in- 
structors told us that history taught through 
fiction was fallacious he did not quite agree 
with them. Mrs. Yonge was getting too old ; 
he should be delighted if she lived a hundred 



years longer. Kingston and others had 
recently gone, and he was constrained to ask 
where they were to get new writers of good 
fiction from ? He hoped if any gentleman 
present felt a vocation for writing children's 
books he would begin at once. 

Mr. Ballinger was not sure that he could 
agree with the suggestion of separating the 
parents' department from that of the 
children's. He rather thought it was an 
advantage to have the children borrowing 
from the same counters as the older people, 
for it acted as a check upon them, preventing 
any rowdyism. He suggested that they 
should hear from Mr. Sutton what Man- 
chester was doing. With regard to a separate 
catalogue, that would be a decided advantage. 
While the children were home for the holi- 
days now, parents would borrow books for 
them, but if they had separate departments 
would the tickets then be of any use? When 
he moved into Wales he was sorry to find 
that the boys seemed to know only two 
authors — Ballantyne and Kingston. It was 
a great pity for librarians to narrow them- 
selves down to such a supply. 

Mr. Sutton said that there seemed to be 
some misconception concerning the juvenile 
library at Manchester. They had no separate 
lending department for boys at all ; but they 
had been forced to establish separate reading 
rooms for boys, and those were very spacious, 
well-lighted, and well-appointed apartments, 
and a collection of books was placed in them 
for the use of the boys. He did not know 
where Mr. Briscoe found his 2000 vols, of 
juvenile literature. He found it very difficult 
to select very many beyond Kingston's and 
Ballantyne's, and a few of Henty's. 

The Chairman asked if they would include 
Scott among boys' books. 

Mr. Sutton said No ; a few of Marryat's, 
but certainly none of Ainsworth's. The most 
popular books among the boys were, however, 
the Illustrated Papers; and it was a most 
interesting sight to see these youngsters 
crowding the rooms every night They were 
at first unruly and talked ; but they had now 
toned down, and he thought it a most valuable 
institution for boys. The catalogues of one 
of these libraries had been printed ; but they 
did not find that the catalogues were bought 
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by the boy si In reply to questions he added 
that the hours were from 6 to 9 seven days 
a week, except Good Friday and Christmas 
Day. 

Mr. Madeley said that there was no doubt 
that boys liked the most sensational literature 
they could get That was what they preferred 
at Warrington, and he was not sure that the 
parent and the public of Midland towns 
would altogether agree with Mr. Wright's 
remarks as to the beneficial effect of reading 
Marryat's tales. They thought it question- 
able whether boys should be attracted to the 
sea. If Mr. Wright could tell them that the 
reading of Marry at's books produced good 
sailors, that would be a different matter. He 
should like to know whether those who were 
sailors still believed in Marryat. The opinion 
which Mr. Wright had read might not be 
true of boys who frequented free libraries, 
but it might be true of another class of boys. 
It was impossible to establish separate li- 
braries for juveniles in small places, but at 
Warrington they bought juvenile books and 
in some places they printed separate cata- 
logues. Could any gentleman give them any 
information of the plan of marking in the 
ordinary catalogues the books suitable for 
boys ? It had occurred to him that if they 
could mark catalogues in that way it would 
sometimes save boys from getting hold of 
books which disheartened them. 

Mr. BUCKLAND said that this subject 
was very dear to him because he was fond 
of children, and had laid himself out to 
supply all the best books that he could find 
for boys. They had Ballantyne, Beaumont, 
Henty, Grant, Kingston, Marryat and Verne; 
two, three, and even six copies of some of 
them ; and yet when the evening came they 
would hardly find one of them upon the 
shelves. 

Mr. Jago said that he came there from a 
large school to thank them for the great 
benefit that public libraries had conferred 
upon boys. The result of opening these li- 
braries to boys had been that the taste for 
good reading had been cultivated. In the 
working of the Education Code, schools were 
required to have as a reading book in their 
upper standards a work of some well-known 
author — Shakspere, Milton, or Scott. This 



accounted in great measure for the popularity 
of Scott among boys, and it was only last 
month that he wrote to Messrs. Macmillan 
to ask if they could get out a school 
edition of " Westward Ho !" The boys read 
such books as " Ivanhoe" with avidity. What 
the boys wished to read rather depended 
upon what they could read ; and if they filled 
their libraries with good books and marked 
their catalogues as suggested, they would 
greatly assist the boys in their reading. 

Mr. Plant spoke of the " classical " ten- 
dencies of the youth of Salford, and related 
his experience concerning the necessity of 
considering the character of the population 
in reference to the provision of libraries. 

Mr. Herbert Jones said that, judging 
from the earnest character of the addresses 
they had heard, there was no doubt that 
librarians were impressed with the very great 
importance of this question. He considered 
that there was no more important question 
connected with librarianship. The question 
of separate rooms must be decided with 
regard to different localities, but there was 
one thing about which there could be no 
dispute, and that was the great difference 
between the books which certain well in- 
tentioned people thought boys ought to read 
and the books boys would read. Perhaps it 
would be better that boys should begin by 
appreciating Scott, but he did not think 
that was possible any more than that a 
boy would be able to read without learning 
his alphabet. He must form a taste, and 
that taste would only be formed by books in 
which there was a certain amount of sensa- 
tional interest — a healthy but a vivid interest. 
"Westward Ho !" had also been mentioned, 
but out of a dozen boys of average intelligence 
from twelve to fifteen years old, they would 
find only one or two who would sit down and 
go thro' "Westward Ho!" supposing they 
had not first read many other boys' books. 
At Notting Hill they made no restrictions on 
the catalogue, but they had taken care that 
no book should be in the catalogue that 
would do a boy of healthy mind any harm. 
Although he should like to improve the class 
of books which boys read, there was no 
matter that required greater care and tender- 
ness in handling. If when a boy came in 
2 
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and asked for "Dick Turpin" or "Jack 
Sheppard," he said " No ; I am not going to 
get you such a book," the result would be 
that the boy would not get the book, but he 
would bear it in mind, and would get it the 
first chance he had. But if he said : " Well, 
I have not got that very book, but I have a 
book that will interest you quite as much," 
and then gave him a volume of the " Boy's 
Own Paper," or something of that sort, the 
boy would go away pleased and probably 
come again, and as a general rule "such a 
boy would soon improve in his taste. The 
librarian bore in this matter a great responsi- 
bility. He saw before him lads with great 
future possibilities, and the librarian must 
feel that what he did would tend directly or 
indirectly to form that future. Mr. Jones 
mentioned a case in which he was asked to 
forbid a boy the library because he spent so 
much time there. That he said he could not 
do, but he endeavoured in a kindly way to 
direct the boy's reading into better channels, 
with the result that the lad's taste gradually 
improved: he became more studious, and was 
now second master in a very good school 
in Lancashire. Next to his education at 
school, that young man placed his reading at 
the free library. This was only one of many. 
His opinion was that boys should never be 
separated from the senior readers while it was 
possible for them to be together. Not only 
did they form a better manner if with adults, 
but they were given a higher opinion of 
themselves. It was of no use whatever to 
" palm " off goody-goody books upon young 
people! 

Mr. Briscoe said that they had not much 
difficulty in getting together 2000 books for 
their juvenile library ; he was decidedly in 
favour of a separate room for the children's 
library. If children took out books instead 
of their parents, the library was not dis- 
charging its full duty because parents and 
children were not reading at the same time. 
In the case of children and adults being at 
the same counter he had found that the elder 
people often elbowed the youngsters out, and 
the children often got disgusted with it. They 
found in Nottingham that the children were 
proud of their library, calling it " Our 
Library." He should prefer a separate cata- 



logue for the children. He was very pleased 
that they had had such an interesting 
discussion, and hoped they would all follow 
the example of Nottingham and have chil- 
dren's libraries. 

Mr. Wright said that Charles Kingsley 
was once asked his advice as to what a boy 
should read, and he replied " whatever comes 
in his way." 

The Chairman suggested to Mr. Briscoe 
and others whether it would not be possible 
to direct boys into a train of reading some- 
what superior to the lowest class of sensational 
reading which was undoubtedly in their 
favour. With this end in view he suggested 
that the librarian or someone else should not 
deliver a lecture but say a few words to them 
in the reading room by way of encouraging 
them to read something beyond Ballantyne 
and Kingston, although he had great respect 
for those two writers. He considered that 
Mr. Briscoe's paper was not merely of interest 
to that Association, but of great use in calling 
attention to the great importance of boys 
being properly catered for in all free libraries. 

The Meeting then adjourned. 



The Members of the Association attended 
the opening of the Exhibition of Books, 
Bindings and Library Appliances, held at the 
old building of the South Devon and East 
Cornwall Hospital. 



On resuming, Mr. Chancellor Christie 
took the chair at 2 p.m., 

Mr. W. May read his Paper on 

" The Printing of Library Catalogues." 

The Chairman, in inviting discussion, 
observed that Mr. May had a practical know- 
ledge of the subject ; he had been engaged 
at the Free Library at Liverpool in doing 
nothing but cataloguing. 

Mr. Southward said that, with free 
libraries, economy was the great thing they 
wanted to look to. No such library could 
be worked efficiently without a catalogue 
that could be bought by the readers for a 
few pence. He called attention to different 
specimens of catalogues which Mr. May 
exhibited at the Exhibition upon a screen. 
He considered that the demy octavo plan, 
adopted by second-hand booksellers, was the 
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cheapest plan, and they might be sure that 
it would be the best. A page of that size in 
brevier type would contain about 50 books, 
including sufficient particulars to satisfy the 
people who wanted to use it. 

Mr. Tedder said that at present it was 
very difficult to get cataloguing work done 
out of the library ; but he would like to see 
connected with that Association a large 
number of persons, not directly connected 
with any library, who would be able to do 
good cataloguing work. In America they 
have a number of persons well qualified and 
fully trained to compile catalogues. Many 
of these persons were ladies, but as far as he 
knew they only had one unattached lady 
cataloguer in England, and that was the lady 
who had been compiling a catalogue for 
their friend Mr. Plant, and who he believed 
was fully qualified for the work. He hoped 
that their Association would develop a num- 
ber of technical cataloguers of that de- 
scription. 

Mr. Ballinger said that at Cardiff they 
had an arrangement with an enterprising 
local firm of publishers, who took the entire 
responsibility of producing the catalogue for 
five years, permission being given to insert 
advertisements. This firm has undertaken 
to publish the catalogue at 6d. per copy, to 
keep it in print, to publish an annual supple- 
ment at 2d. per copy, to sell the original 
catalogue and the supplements bound to- 
gether for the original price of 6d. per copy, 
and at the end of the five years to produce 
an entirely new catalogue at the first price of 
6d. per copy. This was a very good arrange- 
ment for the library, for it not only saved the 
risk but also a great deal of labour. 

Mr. F. J. BURGOVNE said that the question 
of printing catalogues in small libraries was 
a most important one, and he thought that 
a smaller number of books well catalogued 
would be of more use to the readers than a 
large number badly catalogued, or not cata- 
logued at all. He was thoroughly of opinion 
that the alphabetical form of catalogue was 
the best for readers in a free library, whose 
constituents would necessarily be of every 
grade of intelligence, or rather stupidity. 

Mr. Harrison said that he had been 
charged with overloading his catalogue. He 



was afraid he was a great offender in that 
respect, and he felt that they could not do 
without it. Mr. May had suggested that the 
double-column page was better than the 
long line across the page, but he did not 
think that was so. 

Mr. Plant remarked that the great diffi- 
culty was to compile and print a popular 
catalogue without its being a burden to the 
funds of the library. The opinion of the 
librarian in such a matter would have little 
chance as against the opinion of a local book- 
seller or printer upon the committee. With 
regard to printing catalogues he thought it 
was an enormous waste of space and printing 
to give the contents of serial works, when 
they could always be found at the end of the 
volumes. He considered a manuscript cata- 
logue was sufficient for a public reference 
library. ["No, no!"] 

Mr. Trevail then read his Paper on 

"Extension of the Free Library 
System to Rural Districts." 

The Rev. W. S. Lach-Szyrma thought 
that it was desirable there should be libraries 
in connexion with every parish. History 
showed that in many of our ancient parishes 
there were parochial libraries. Mr. Trevail's 
suggestion was a very good one. He did not 
see why the Education Department should 
not take up the work of spreading books 
over the rural districts of England. The 
public library, as Mr. Christie had said, was 
the university of the poor, and the work of the 
board schools or the village school might be 
continued by the Education Department in 
the village library. Some system of sending 
books into the country from a national 
library was very much wanted in Cornwall. 
Mr. Trevail's suggestion was very valuable, 
and he trusted we should live to see it carried 
out. Col. Hamilton describes the way in 
which garrison libraries were distributed 
among the regiments, as an example of how 
a central library might be distributed in 
county districts. 

Mr. Ballinger said that it seemed to him 
that the authority, in which to vest the power 
of establishing libraries in the rural parishes 
throughout the country, ought not to be the 
school boards ; but the central authority for 
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the government of the country, which they had 
reason to expect would be constituted by 
the scheme for local government that was 
expected from the new Parliament. This 
central authority would be invested with the 
necessary powers for providing libraries for 
each country, but he was afraid that the 
rural populations would require a great deal 
of educating before they would be ripe for 
the adoption of the Free Libraries Acts, if 
the question of acceptance or rejection were 
to be left in their hands. His own experience 
of a rural population, when advocating the 
adoption of the Acts, had been a pretty rough 
one. One independent, and, he supposed 
"enlightened" ratepayer, suggested that 
books were luxuries and ought to be taxed: 
and added, " talk of free libraries, why you 
might as well set up free beer and. 'bacca 
shops," a sentiment which was applauded to 
the echo. Well, after that, all would admit 
that some education was required to prepare 
the people in rural districts for the establish- 
ment of free libraries. 

The Rev. Canon Moor mentioned the 
success of his parochial library at St. Cle- 
ment's, Truro. 

The Chairman said that there could be 
but one opinion of the extreme importance 
of the subject before them. He was not 
himself sanguine as to any immediate action 
in the direction indicated, either on the part 
of School Boards or of a central county au- 
thority. At the same time it was a subject 



which ought to be brought constantly and 
prominently before the public, because it 
was only in that way that those bodies would 
be induced to act. Canon Moor had properly 
called attention to the great number of li- 
braries which had been established mainly 
through the influence of the countiy clergy, 
and they, he thought, should be encouraged 
and increased in number, in importance, and 
in usefulness. The great difficulty in the way 
of their work was in keeping people interested 
in books, and he had found they would suc- 
ceed the better if many of the books chosen 
referred to agriculture and to gardening. 
The Rev. Canon MooR read his Paper on 

"The Libraries of the City of Truro." 

The Chairman said that Canon Moor had 
made a good many of their mouths water, 
especially by his description of the books 
now in the Diocesan Library. There was 
no doubt, however, that in the market books 
on old English theology were very much at 
a discount 



The members then visited the Guildhall, 
kfter which they proceeded by invitation to 
Saltram, where they were received by the 
Right Hon. the Earl of Morley. 

At 8 p.m. the Local Conmiittee received 
the members, local members, and sub- 
scribers to the Special Fund at the Exhibition 
Building. 
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THIRD DAY. 



THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER lyth. 




HE Chair was taken at 10 a.m. by 
the Treasurer (Mr. Robert 
Harrison), and the Report of 
the Council was taken into con- 
sideration. 

Mr. MULLINS said that there were one or 
two matters to be noticed in the Report by 
way of encouraging themselves. It was ex- 
ceedingly pleasant to find that they seemed 
to be justifying their existence. The number 
of members had increased far beyond their 
fondest expectations, and from the very 
splendid list which they had just heard read 
they might take further encouragement. The 
membership of the Association was rapidly 
increasing, and increasing by the addition 
of just the kind of members who will help 
its work. The second matter in the Report 
that occurred to him as being pleasant, was 
the progress made in the matter of the ex- 
amination of library assistants. If they had 
existed for ten years and had only formulated 
the science of librarianship they would have 
done well. There were some candidates for 
those certificates ; but they were going to 
work slowly and tentatively, and he did not 
know that they would be able to give cer- 
tificates this year. Still they had provoked 
enquiry on the part of assistants and librarians 
as to what knowledge they should have, and 
the papers that had been sent in, he ventured 
to say, showed very considerable promise of 
helping forward the librarians of the country, 
and especially the younger ones, by giving 
them a definite plan for their work. Another 
pleasurable matter in the Report was the 
reference to the progress of the free library 
movement throughout the country. He 
thought it was exceedingly important that 
the Report should not only tell us that, but 
also if there were any additional subscription 
libraries or proprietary libraries opened. 
Appended to the Report, too, there should 
be a complete list of all the free libraries 
throughout the country, so that there might 



be something to refer to for information 
of that kind. The deputation to the Treasury 
mentioned in the Report was also worthy 
of notice. It was all very well for large 
libraries, such as those of Leeds and Man- 
chester, to send up deputations to London ; 
but there were many small towns that could 
not undergo such an expense and trouble, 
and it was very important to them that they 
should have some organization by which they 
could make their wishes known. The de- 
putation referied to was received very cour- 
teously by Lord Iddesleigh, and he believed 
some good would yet come of it. He re- 
gretted there were no reports from the local 
secretaries, with the exception of Mr. Wright 
If these and the other matters he had referred 
to were embodied in the Report, it would 
then be exceedingly interesting and become 
historically valuable. 

Mr. TeddeIr said, although he would have 
preferred that some one not belonging to 
the Council should have arisen, he wished 
to say a few words on the Report. It was 
highly desirable they should express their 
opinions upon the financial condition of the 
Association. They were not nearly so finan- 
cially prosperous as they ought to be, and 
the reason of it was that for their sub- 
scription of I OS. 6d. they were really getting 
too much. No Association that was ever 
started had given so much for half-a-guinea, 
and what they really ought to consider was 
whether they could go on much longer in 
this way. It was not only that they would 
get into debt, but they paid nothing at present 
for offices and for official work, and the 
Chronicle had also hitherto been conducted 
on entirely honorary principles. He should 
really like the Conference seriously to con- 
sider whether the time had not come to 
increase the annual subscription in order 
that they might be able to conduct their 
periodicals with greater punctuality, and that 
they might also be able to provide an office 
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in London where country members could 
go to make enquiries. He did not know 
whether they would be prepared to consider 
the advance of the subscription to one guinea, 
but he hoped that before they parted it might 
be so. 

The Hon. Secretary moved the adjourn- 
ment of the discussion until the following day, 
which was agreed to. 

The Treasurer's report was then considered 
and 

The Treasurer moved its adoption. 

Mr. TONKS seconded the motion. It was 
quite clear, he said, they could not carry on 
the affairs of the Association properly unless 
there was some re-arrangement of their 
finances. One great reason, by which they 
had been able to maintain their position up 
till now, was that certain members of the 
Association had been willing to do a large 
amount of work gratuitously, which it would 
be most unfair to expect they should continue 
to do. Therefore, it was absolutely necessary 
they should strive to make their means equal 
to paying for the necessary work of the 
Association. 

The Report was then adopted. 

Mr. Archer then read his paper 

Remarks on Classification. 

The Hon. Secretary read a paper by 
Mr. J. B. Bailey 

Classification for Scientific and 
Medical Libraries, 

and a paper by Mr. J. B. Brownbill 
Science and Art : A Theory of Library 
Classification. 

Mr. Madeley thought that Mr. Archer had 
made one or two statements in favour of the 
dictionary system which it did not deserve; 
and he said this because in making dictionary- 
catalogues it was necessary they should bear 
the disadvantages of the system in mind. 
He did not think the dictionary-catalogue was 
always immediately understood. Some peo- 
ple did not even know how to find a word by 
the catalogue until they were shown. Mr. 
Archer's library was practically a student's 
library, but he believed that people would 
rather take the trouble to hunt through a page 
on the broad subject, than find out what they 



wished in a classified catalogue. He believed 
the ultimate advantages were in favour of the 
dictionary forni. Then, with respect to re- 
ferring backwards from special subjects to 
the general subjects, that was a very ex- 
pensive process. It might make the catalogue 
theoretically more correct, but it was a 
question of expense. He did not think they 
could say it was necessary. 

Mr. Herbert Jones said that the impor- 
tance of the subject so ably dealt with by Mr. 
Archer was very great, in fact one of the most 
important that could occupy the attention 
of librarians, and he only regretted that the 
peculiar acoustic, or non-acoustic, properties 
of the hall were such that that paper could 
not be heard as it deserved. The fact was, as 
regarded the two great systems of cataloguing, 
that it is impossible to lay down a hard and 
fast rule, which would be generally acceptable 
and most useful. Each library must consider 
the circumstances most important to itself 
and the class of readers frequenting it. And 
while students using a special library would 
find themselves equally at home with either 
catalogue, the general reader — the average 
reader, say, of a provincial free library, would 
not find an index catalogue of any practical 
use. Why was this.^ palpably, the student 
came ready prepared; he already knows 
most of the authors he wishes to consult on 
a given subject, and from each ,of those he 
gets others in notes and otherwise whom he 
consults. It is not so with the other and, 
unless he has a classified catalogue to consult, 
he is within reach of books nominally which 
are in fact beyond his reach. Take the 
example of the catalogue of the Art Library, 
South Kensington, one of the best of its kind 
— the entry under authors* names — known. 
He, the speaker, had occasion to use that 
catalogue for years, and he spoke from 
experience. Suppose the average art stu- 
dent wishes to consult books on colour, unless 
he knows that he must look under the various 
names such as Burnett, Chevreul, Howard, 
N. E. Green and others, of what use is the 
catalogue to him? If he does know, then the 
catalogue becomes merely a register of the 
necessary book marks, no more. If the 
books are all entered under the heading colour 
then the advantage is from classification, 
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not index system. In short, the two systems 
arc equally useful in their respective spheres, 
and he for one hoped that classified cata- 
logues would always be used for free and 
general libraries. 

Mr. Tedder said that he was glad to tell 
Mr. Jones there was a very elaborate index 
to that catalogue, and that index Mr. Sowden 
Smith was now going to print, and it would 
be an exceedingly useful and valuable biblio- 
graphical work. There were already in print 
a series of highly useful special lists of books 
at South Kensington, on pottery and porce- 
lain, and other subjects, but as these books 
were published by a Government Depart- 
ment, naturally no librarian knew anything 
about them. What was the chief object of 
classification ? It was that people should 
find books ; but the chief object of those who 
compiled classifications was, too often, that 
people might show off their own ingenuity. 
He really thought that the alphabetical sys- 
tem was after all the best. 

Mr. Frowde said that he had found cata- 
logues under Mr. Archer's system exceedingly 
valuable. He had tried a catalogue without 
an index of the contents of magazines and he 
had tried it with. With the contents they 
were much more largely read, and he con- 
sidered the extra labour and expense was 
therefore compensated for by an increase of 
substantial reading, and it had given great 
satisfaction to the readers. 

The Chairman pointed out that it was 
clear that the catalogues could not be identical 
in all cases. The catalogue, which gave the 
title of every book, was very bulky and very 
cumbrous to use. He thought that Mr. 
Archer's plan would never be adopted. 

Mr. Archer, replying to Mr. Tonks, said 
that he could give no idea of the time it 
would take to publish a catalogue of Trinity 
College Library ; he had been referring not 
to Trinity College, but to Public Libraries. 

Mr. Taylor advocated the the classifi- 
cation of articles, magazines and reviews. 

The Chairman thought that the catalogue 
that would suit one library would not suit 
another class. In some cases, too, titles 
were misleading, as, for instance, Mr. Rus- 
kin's books, and it was necessary to indicate 
what the book was about. They ought, if 



possible, to get authors to put the pith of 
their books into their titles. He did not 
see that there could be a great difficulty in 
such a classification as would show, for 
instance, all the library contained about a 
" cat " or a " sparrow " by a reference under 
those headings to the general catalogue. 
Then at the end of the catalogue should be 
a classified list of authors, which grouped 
almost all the authors on any particular 
subject. That was the way the catalogue 
was arranged in the London Library. 

The Hon. Secretary advocated the sub- ^ 
ject index being distributed over the whole 
catalogue, and not to be placed at the end of 
the book. 

Mr. MULLINS said that they must have all 
come to the conclusion that there was some- 
thing very admirable in both systems — 
classification and index ; but he considered 
the dictionary catalogue was absolutely 
necessary for free libraries, and what stu- 
dents wanted was the alphabetical catalogue, 
plus classification and common sense. 

Mr. Knapman said that he had been much 
interested in the subjects treated by Messrs. 
Archer and Bailey, and he felt that, after an 
experience of some years, Mr. Dewey's 
system of classification and the dictionary 
catalogue had both proved very serviceable. 
Doubtless, in any system of classification 
weak points might be found, and Mr. Bailey 
had referred to the position of mineralogy in 
Mr. Dewey's system as an example of weak- 
ness. Mr. Dewey by the use of special type 
for the word mineralogy, acknowledged that 
the subject had been somewhat of a stumbling- 
block. He placed it, however, at the end of 
his section chemistry, just before geology, 
and being related to both subjects it fitly 
found its place there. 

Mr. Plant said the catalogue which gave 
the most information with regard to books 
was the one for him. He also advocated the 
classifying of books upon the shelves, which 
they found very convenient at his library. 

Mr. Taylor said that a few years ago he 
had called attention in the columns of The 
Athencsum to the advantage of gathering 
essays on special subjects into distinct vol- 
umes by selecting them from any periodicals 
that may offer. In his own experience he 
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found daily requests for papers on subjects 
that were being studied by higher education 
classes and reading societies. It might happen, 
for instance, that the play of Macbeth was the 
topic of consideration by a Shakespeare Club. 
It was easy to point to the annotated editions 
of the poet, but to an intelligent reader these 
were already known. It required more effort 
of memory to recall the essays on Macbeth 
which have appeared in the Cornhill^ West- 
minster Review^ Bent ley* s Miscellany ^ Fraser^ 
Macmillan^ Belgravia^ Nineteenth Century^ 
and numerous other reviews and magazines. 
General indexes are supplied to but a limited 
number of serials, and in the case of the 
leading quarterlies the index volumes are 
themselves a tedious series to consult. It 
might seem a matter of such simplicity as 
hardly to require mention that the most 
convenient plan is to separate and classify the 
various articles in different periodicals ; but 
the method does not seem to have been much 
acted upon. It is not of course suggested 
that sets of periodicals should be superseded 
by the breaking-up and arranging of their 
contents in volumes according to subjects; 
but there are always duplicate or stray num- 
bers of serials which instead of being viewed 
as waste paper might have their articles 
separated and combined in classes. The 
writer has in his own collection about a dozen 
volumes, mostly thick octavo, on Shakespeare, 
gathered from many fugitive as well as leading 
periodicals. If, therefore, a siunmary of 
opinions on the character of Hamlet is wanted, 
instead of its having to be sought in some 
thirty volumes, two-thirds of the names of 
which might not come to the mind of the 
student, they are here discoverable at once. 
In the same private library is also contained 
about ten octavo volumes on Greek poetry, 
three being on Homer alone, and three on 
iCschylus, Sophocles, Euripides, and other 
dramatists, the famous paper on the " Hours 
of Sophocles," by Bp. Thirlwall, being, of 
course, in its due place. Volumes, also, on 
Byron, Shelley, Wordsworth, Coleridge, 
Robert Browning, Tennyson, comprise in 
their selection distinct studies on each of the 
larger poems of the authors named, and on 
many of their smaller pieces, as well as 
reviews of their works as a whole. English 



prose literature is arranged according to 
authors or periods. The volumes on Lord 
Bacon include, of course. Lord Macaula/s 
article, as well as the various controversial 
papers that it occasioned in many magazines 
and reviews ; three volumes of articles on 
Carlyle, three on Sir W. Scott, with others 
on Thackeray, Dickens, Kingsley, Landon, 
George Eliot, Ruskin, &c, &c., have also 
been collected. In miscellaneous literature 
is found four volumes on Bibliography, eight 
on Folk- Lore and Popular Delusions, one on 
Secret Societies, three on Norse Literature* 
eight on Monastic history, &c., &c., together 
with many collections labelled ** Early English 
History," Old English Customs and Families, 
Mediaeval England, the English Reformation, 
Period of Elizabeth, of the Stuarts, &c. &c., 
on the Philosophy of History, the English 
Constitution, &c. &c. An interesting feature 
in thus methodising articles is that while 
getting rid of numberless papers which have 
become obsolete or of past interest, we bring 
together criticisms that help to give the 
historical sequence of opinion or argument 
on public questions or eminent persons, and 
we are thus enabled to see the process of 
change in the estimate of things literary, 
social or political. It is interesting to find 
Lord Jeffery's "this will never do" on the 
Excursion^ in the original print as it appeared 
in the Edinburgh^ with the paper dimmed 
by some fifty years' influence, in combination 
with the last fresh criticism of Professor 
Sharp or Matthew Arnold. Lord Brougham's 
sharp article on the "Hours of Idleness" may 
be compared or contrasted with Mr. John 
Morley's or Swinbum's articles on Byron in 
the Fortnightly^ and the Nineteenth Century^ 
or with Ruskin's, &c., as well as with num- 
berless intermediate criticisms, with a result 
which helps to show how the opinions and 
the thoughts of men are ripened in the 
process of the suns. Of course in combining 
articles on a particular subject, any related 
pamphlets may be included, and here he (Mr. 
Taylor) came to the true point of his remarks. 
It was to advocate the printing of articles in 
the larger reviews, if not in the lesser maga- 
zines, so that they might be detached without 
mutilation of the article preceding or following 
in context. Each number of a " quarterly ** 
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is practically a series of pamphlets, and it is 
a pity that these cannot be separated and 
recombined in classes without sacrificing the 
contiguous articles. 
The Meeting then adjourned, 



Upon resuming at 2 o'clock Mr. Chancellor 
Christie took the Chair. 
Professor F. Pollock read his Paper 

"The Alpine Club Library." 

The Chairman said that he was quite 
sure they were all very greatly indebted to 
Professor Pollock for the instructive and 
amusing paper he had read. They had not 
all the literary gifts of Professor Pollock. If 
they had he was sure their papers would be 
more appreciated by the general reader than 
they were. There was one thing they had 
just heard which had struck him, and that 
was the improvement in the illustrations of 
Alpine scenery. Certainly the early pictures 
of glacier, &c., were most absurd representa- 
tions, not like nature in any way whatever. 
The Association had not hitherto known 
much of the Alpine Club Library, but the 
members had now acquired a knowledge of it, 
and would follow its history with very great in- 
terest. They would like to hear of its increase. 
The best wish the Association could give to 
the club was that it should long have Pro- 
fessor Pollock as its Librarian, and that one 
of the best wishes he could give to the Library 
Association was that Professor Pollock would 
attend every one of their meetings, and would 
read at each meeting an equally attractive 
paper. 

Mr. H. R. Tedder then read his Paper 

"Proposals for a Bibliography of 
National History." 

The Hon. Secretary said that he did 
not quite gather from Mr. Tedder's paper 
whether the proposed bibliography was to 
treat on biographical subjects or historical 
subjects only. If the former, he could under- 
stand its coming before the Association as a 
subject in which it takes a great interest. 
If, on the other hand, the subject was ap- 
proached from a purely historical point of 
view, then he did not understand what Mr. 
Tedder expected the Association to accom- 
plish. Another difRculty was that he could 



not suppose that Mr. Tedder intended to 
include all that was published, and not to 
omit those that were obsolete or useless. 
He concluded, however, from Mr. Tedder's 
reference to Continental works and libraries, 
that he intended to include everything, and 
if so, he (the speaker) thought it would be a 
great misfortune. If that be the intention 
the action taken by the Association at its 
first meeting, nine years ago, should be re- 
flected upon, viz : its desire to see a general 
Catalogue of English literature. The amount 
of progress that had been made to carry out 
that suggestion was so small that it would 
hardly lead them to look with favour on the 
suggestion of Mr. Tedder. If they were to 
do anything in the matter why not go back 
to their first love and proceed with the cata- 
logue of English literature. A great deal of 
trouble would thus be saved, and there would 
be less to do with ambitious schemes. The 
more simple the proposal the greater the 
probability of enlisting the interest of a 
greater number of people. 

Prof. Pollock said that he did not wish 
to say anything on the general scheme, but 
anyone who undertook such a bibliography 
would find great difficulty in drawing the line 
between history and law. It will have to 
include the books in the law libraries, which 
would have to be taken into account in 
working any scheme of that sort. 

Mr. Tedder said that he intended in his 
paper to catalogue everything relating to 
English history, omitting what it was admitted 
was of no value. In regard to the ambitious 
schemes to which Mr. Thomas had referred, 
their failure was often due to their proposers, 
who seldom did more than read a paper on 
the subject. For his own part he would in 
default of a better person do it himself. 

The Chairman said that he was sure the 
Association had sympathy with the view that 
had been expressed by Mr. Tedder. Whether 
or not it was an undertaking that the Asso- 
ciation could undertake he was not prepared 
to say. He could hardly see how it could be 
done. He did not think that Mr. Tedder 
intended that, but only that it should be put 
forward by the Association as one of the great 
desiderata in our literature if he might so 
express it. To that extent he hoped also Mr. 
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Thomas would go, he (the spieakcr) thought 
that nobody present could feel doubtful as to 
the great value of such a catalogue. It was 
somewhat of a disgrace that this country was 
behind other nations in this respect. England 
ought to have its " Biblioth&que Nationale," 
as well as France. He did hope that the 
Association would give every possible support 
to the proposal, and extend to Mr. Tedder 
every possible assistance. He was glad that 
he intended to undertake the work himself. 
He agreed with Mr. Thomas that il should 
be a bibliography of literature as well as of 
history, but he did not see that it required 
notes. As regards law, which Professor 
Pollock had mentioned, he (the speaker) did 
not think there would be any difficulty. It 
was not necessary to base it on a strict 
system of c las silica I ion, the basis should be 
one of practical utility. Such a book as 
Reeve's History of English Law would of 
course be included ; but Law Reports or 
works on Vendors and Purchasers would not. 



There would be no difficulty in drawing the 
line. Of course the Statutes at Large and 
the State Trials must be included. He had 
been very pleased with the paper, and he 
hoped that Mr. Tedder would not rest satisfied 
with that, but would begin to produce those 
twelve volumes quarto to which he had 

Mr. W. Roberts read his Paper on 



The Meeting then adjourned. 



The Members proceeded to visit Mount 
Edgcumbe where they were received by the 
Right Hon. the Earlof Mount Edgcumbe and 
conducted over the gardens, grounds and deer 
park. In the evening the President of the 
Plymouth Institution (Mr. William Sey more) 
received the Association at a conversazione 
in the Aihenxum. 
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FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER \Zth, 




HE Chair was taken by Mr. Chan- 
cellor Christie at 10 a.m. 

Mr. John Taylor read his 
Paper on 

"Bristol Libraries, Historical and 

Descriptive." 

Rev. W. S. Lach-Szyrma said that there 
was a difference between a free library and 
a library without any payment. If a library 
without payment were meant, then he thought 
that a great many of the parochial libraries 
were free in that sense. There could indeed 
be no doubt that the free library in this 
sense, as a fact, preceded the subscription 
library, because the old ones were free to 
those who liked to use them. But the people 
did not use them. He had little doubt in 
his own mind that the actual number of 
libraries three hundred years ago was greater 
than it was at the present moment ; though, 
doubtless, many of them were merely scien- 
tific libraries. He was under the impression, 
and was open to correction, that the monastic 
libraries were all free, in the sense that there 
was no charge for their use. They were, in- 
deed, considered public property. 

The Chairman said that no apology was 
needed by Mr. Taylor for bringing the subject 
before the meeting, and indeed it was a pity 
he had missed out portions of the paper. The 
question was one entirely suited to the Asso- 
ciation, and was not only interesting, but 
entirely novel to their proceedings. For his 
own part he was not aware that, at Bristol, 
libraries had been founded at such an early 
period ; aiid a wish had been formed that 
the Association should visit Bristol, and 
should inspect these interesting libraries. 
The dates given by Mr. Taylor were truly 
remarkable, particularly that of the first 
library being quite unique in the history of 
pre- Reformation libraries. There seems, in- 
deed, to have been a desire on the part of 
the public for the uses of these libraries. Of 



course, Mr. Taylor and Mr. Lach-Szyrma 
were quite right in what they said about the 
early libraries being free, in the sense that 
nobody paid anything to go in. At the same 
time, if they might draw this peculiar dis- 
tinction, that a free library should be free 
and open, then these old libraries were free, 
but they were not open. No doubt any 
competent person would be permitted to use 
them, but they were not so that anyone 
could go into them. He did not quite agree 
with what he might call the motive of the 
paper. He did not think that even what 
Mr. Taylor had said had disproved that the 
Cheelham Free Library was the first free 
and open library. He would like at this 
juncture to ask Mr. Taylor whether the 
Bristol libraries of which he had spoken had 
from their foundation continued free and 
open and accessible to all the world ? 

Mr. Taylor in reply said that the monastic 
libraries had not, but that founded in 1640 
of which he had the honour of being librarian 
had, but after the passing of the Free Libraries 
Act it was amalgamated, but it had always 
been open, with the exception that it was 
closed for some years because it was not used. 

The Chairman said that in that sense 
there had been a considerable number of 
libraries that were established for the benefit 
of the people, but who did not attend, and for 
that reason or for some other became closed. 
Perhaps because books after books were mis- 
sed. In Manchester the Humphrey Cheet- 
ham Library, founded by Henry Cheetham 
who also founded one at Bury, and a few 
others were in existence at the present mo- 
ment, and so in many other places. In the 
course of visitations he had made he had 
found what the Rev. W. S. Lach-Sryrma had 
said, viz. : that a century or two ago a number 
of libraries had been founded in certain towns 
and villages, equal in proportion, and perhaps 
greater, in the southern towns than in the 
northern. 1 his was because Lancashire was 
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not then the populous place it was now, and 
the rich towns were those in the south. Going 
back to the causes why libraries had been 
closed, the Chairman remarked that all 
librarians must know that books were fre- 
quently stolen, and every person who pos- 
sesses rare books must know that he possesses 
volumes that have been stolen from old 
Hbraries, in many cases the peculiarity to 
which he referred the other day, the premises 
of a library founded by Humphrey Cheetham, 
the whole of the books were so dispersed that 
within forty years there was only one volume 
left. There were many such cases. 

Mr. Harrison said that many of the Deans 
and Chapters' libraries were so. 

The Chairman (continuing) said that he 
still claimed for the Cheetham library the 
distinction, that from the time it was estab- 
lished under the will of Humphrey Cheetham, 
in 1666, up to the present time, it had been 
absolutely free and open to the public a cer- 
tain number of hours every day, during which 
everybody had free access, and not only this, 
but that it had actually been used. He did not 
say that it had been visited by crowds, but 
for more than two hundred years it had been 
constantly visited and has had a living exis- 
tence. 

Mr. Dromgoole said that he would be 
happy to reprint the paper in his newspaper. 

The Rev. W. L. Lach-Szyrma read his 
Paper on 

** The Libraries of the Land's End Dis- 
trict, INCLUDING Penzance." 

The Chairman said that the papers which 
had been read had been interesting and 
important, but they had not been of a nature 
to give rise to lively discussions as was the 
case at some of their meetings. They had 
taken a narrative and descriptive form. The 
papers, however, had added very much to 
their knowledge of various matters, and 
especially of the libraries of the neighbour- 
hood. There was one point on which he 
wished to make a remark. It was a subject 
of great difficulty. He referred to the binding 
of their books. It was a very difficult ques- 
tion, not only as regarded public libraries, but 
those who had private libraries. People did 
not like to go to a great expense in binding 



some of their books, and yet it would not do 
to leave them to the mercy of paper covers. 
He had lately gone into the matter, and he 
found thai if they went about it in the right 
way it was astonishing how cheaply they could 
get the work done. He strongly urged upon 
those interested to look at the British Museum. 
The books there were bound in what was 
called "skiver." It was an inferior kind of 
leather in which the Museum bound all its 
books. Of course it did not wear like mo- 
rocco, or calf, but for books that were not 
very large and not much used, it made a 
serviceable, useful and cheap binding. If 
persons did not like to go to the expense of 
skiver there was buckram, that was half- 
buckram, if they knew where to go to have the 
work done. They must go to binders who 
were adepts at that kind of work. He would 
take this opportunity of calling attention to 
the bindings of one of their members, Mr 
Cedric Chivers, of Bath. There was an 
invention of his own in regard to the joints 
which was very good. He showed some 
specimens in the exhibition, and they all 
ought to go and look at them. The work 
was extremely well done. Mr. Chivers did 
not confine himself to expensive and elaborate 
bindings. He could do cheap bindings 
equally well ; but he (the Chairman) wished 
particularly to call attention to his invention 
with regard to the joints, and the security of 
the first and last sheets, which, as they were 
all aware, generally came out first. Many 
of the best binders did not pay sufficient 
attention to that. 

Mr. Alderman Bailey said that there was 
a very interesting remark in the first paper 
which he thought the librarians in the Man- 
chester districts should remember, viz. : that 
scientific libraries should be open to the 
public and not only general and historical 
libraries. In Manchester there were several 
scientific societies whose libraries were taken 
care of in a very loose fashion. In one or 
two societies with which he had been con- 
nected, the societies had been dissolved and 
the books scattered. He was president of 
the Manchester Society of Engineers and, to 
prevent such a calamity as regards their 
books, they had sent a deputation to ask the 
Manchester Free Library to take care of the 
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books and allow access to them by the public 
Mr. W. Downing read his Paper on 

"Free Libraries from a Bookseller's 
Point of View.'* 

Mr. May thought that they all owed 
to Mr. Downing their greatest thanks for 
placing before them a bookseller's view of 
the position which free libraries held from 
their particular standpoint. He confessed that 
when the title of the paper, " Free Libraries 
from a Bookseller's Point of View," first came 
before him, he was somewhat under an ap- 
prehension that next year the papers read 
before the Association would include one on 
"Booksellers from a Librarian's Point of 
View ;" but the graceful touch that Mr. 
Downing had given to a delicate subject 
must have pleased them all. It was not 
generally acknowledged that the amount of 
bibliographical knowledge that was obtained 
from the catalogues of booksellers of Mr. 
Downing's calibre was very great, and libra- 
rians in the provinces had to trust to the best 
of these catalogues to a proper understanding 
of current bibliography, and the changes 
going on in the value of books in the market. 
From these booksellers' catalogues, which 
were compiled with great exactitude in many 
cases, they had much to be pleased with. 

Mr. Buckland said that he had listened 
to the paper with very great interest. It re- 
minded him of the remark of one of his 
committee, who said that he owed his suc- 
cess in life to free libraries, and but for them 
he would not have been able to spend the 
hundreds of pounds he did in books, thus 
benefiting the bookseller. 

Mr. Barrett said that he was very glad 
to add his own words to the speakers who 
had preceded him. The question had a very 
practical bearing in more ways than one. At 
present Glasgow had not adopted the Free 
Libraries Act. When the effort was made 
to get it adopted, one of the objections urged 
against it was that its adoption would be 
injurious to the book-selling trade. He com- 
bated the idea as well as he could, but there 
was an apparent reason in the contention 
that was attractive. He did not say that the 
feeling had a decided influence, but still it 
was an influence that had some eflect ; and 



he was glad to be able to go back with the 
assurance that even the booksellers them- 
selves admitted that free libraries did not 
injure their trade. 

Mr. Harrison said he was very glad the 
paper had been read, because he was anxious 
that the opinions of the bookseller on the 
subject should be obtained. A great change 
had come over the bookselling trade in con- 
sequence of the existence of so many lending 
libraries. A bookseller now regulates his 
price according to the number Mudie*s and 
some others will take. He would like to 
know what effect this had upon the arrange- 
ment between author and publisher. Mur- 
ray's now charge 30s. where formerly they 
charged 21s. ; Sampson, Low & Co. charge 
36s. when once they asked 25s. The whole 
trade must be altering the relations between 
publisher and author. He thought, therefore, 
in face of the high price charged he was, as 
a librarian, justified in waiting for the surplus 
lists, and so enriching the library with dupli- 
cates and triplicates at a reasonable price. 
He was very much gratified with the paper 
that had just been read, and made these 
remarks in all humility. 

Mr. TONKS said that he had been informed 
that there had been some injury to the sale 
of a certain class of books — scientific works 
— by the establishment of free libraries. In 
Birmingham where at one time 100 or 150 
would be sold, now only two or three were 
sold. The persons who formerly purchased 
now relied upon a reference library for such 
works. On the other hand there can be no 
doubt that in the long run the reference 
library, so far from injuring the book trade, 
actually increases it by giving rise to a demand 
for reading. In Birmingham, where at the 
beginning of free libraries there were only 
two or three old bookseller's shops, as they 
are called; the numbers had now so increased 
that soon they would be found at the comers 
of every street, instead of gin palaces. He 
did not think the booksellers would have 
much cause to regret the foundation of free 
libraries. 

Mr. MULLINS said that he had always 
maintaiued that booksellers should form a 
larger portion of the Association than they 
did. There ought to be at least a hundred 
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booksellers, amongst their members, more 
than there were. The whole statement of 
the case had been so gracefully presented in 
Mr. Downing's paper that he hoped it would 
have that result. It was desirable to increase 
the number of their members, and he did 
not know where they could look better than 
to the booksellers. He thought also that 
authors and writers ought to be spoken to 
very plainly on the subject, and in the most 
forcible manner, and told their duty to the 
Association. Authors were very much in- 
debted to libraries and librarians for their 
success. He quite agreed with Mr. May 
as to the great utility of the hints given in 
booksellers' catalogues. Their friend, Mr. 
Timmins, always carried a lot about with 
him when he went to business, often being 
mistaken for a tract distributor. 

Mr. Mabin said that, as a fellow book- 
seller, he was happy to be able to endorse 
what Mr. Downing had said in his paper. 
Free libraries were not inimical to the book- 
selling trade. The large number of persons 
who read and who bought books had in- 
creased by the establishment of the libraries. 
Yet, at one time, a large number of persons 
thought otherwise. Even if the trade should 
have been affected, he would remind the 
meeting that the true bookseller looked at 
his trade as something beyond the mere 
making of bread and cheese. They had a 
great purpose to fulfil in distributing good 
literature. Perhaps free libraries had cur- 
tailed the sale of expensive books, but he 
maintained that they had not lessened the 
amount spent in books, though the channel 
might have been changed. There was now 
a larger constituency for books. The free 
library had created a number of readers that 
did not exist before. People went to the 
library to read, and bought a book because, 
having read it, they liked it and desired to 
possess it, or another one on the same subject. 

Mr. FORMBY also pointed out that a great 
many persons used the free libraries to see 
what a book was like before they bought it, 
and that must have had a great cflfect in 
promoting the sale of the book. 

Mr. Pacy said that one point he would 
like to bring to the notige of booksellers was 
that in some cases the circulating libraries 



had been the death-blow to the adoption of 
the Free Libraries Act. 

Mr. Downing said that, in reference to 
new books, he had made personal enquiries 
from a large bookseller, and he said that the 
trade of his firm had increased year by year 
during the past ten or fifteen years for new 
books. New booksellers had also increased 
ever since free libraries were established. 

The Chairman said there could be no 
doubt that what Mr. Mullins had said was 
true, viz.: that booksellers ought to be a 
much larger section of the Association than 
they were. They were really quite as much 
interested as the others, except perhaps the 
actual librarians. Certainly it could only be 
a great ignorance of what was really their 
own interest, if they took the view that Mr. 
Barrett had told them had been taken at 
Glasgow, viz. : — that free libraries were inimi- 
cal to their interests. He was quite certain 
that whatever might b^ the eflfect of libraries 
upon the sale of novels and other light 
literature, the establishment of free public 
libraries had been good to the bookselling 
trade as a whole. Booksellers ought to join 
the Association because it would enable them 
to bring before bodies of the persons most 
concerned, their views on the trade, and what 
readers required. As to booksellers* cata- 
logues, he would say but one word. A good 
many of the members had been in the habit 
of seeing Mr. Downing^s catalogues. He 
himself always read them with a great deal 
of pleasure and interest. Like their friend 
Mr. Timmins, he invariably had his pocket 
full of catalogues when he went by train, and 
he gave a good deal of time to reading them. 
A great deal of instruction was to be derived 
from the catalogues, and sometimes a great 
deal of amusement only. The most accom- 
plished person he had known, the most 
delightful man, and a man of great learning, 
Vice- Chancellor Wickens, was also a great 
reader of catalogues, and had always found 
them interesting. Bringing the discussion 
to a close, he would only say that they had 
had a great many interesting and valuable 
papers read at the meeting, and if they had 
not given rise to those lively discussions, and 
had not been so fruitful in suggestions on 
library management and other matters, as 
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on previous occasions, yet they had certainly 
given them a very great deal of valuable and 
interesting local knowledge, and they would 
all gcrback better acquainted with the libraries 
of Plymouth and its neighbourhood than they 
were before. Nor had their knowledge alone 
been increased, but the Association had in 
other respects made much greater progress 
than it ever had before. 
The Meeting then adjourned. 



Upon resuming at 2 p.m. Mr. Mullins 
took the Chair. 

The Hon. Secretary said that the 
Council had decided to bring before the 
meeting a proposition, and to embody its 
terms in th6 last paragraph of the report. 
The Council were not unanimous upon the 
point, and it was therefore thought desirable 
to take the opinion of the meeting on the 
subject at once. The proposal was to impose 
an entrance fee of half-a-guinea, and raise 
the subscription for life membership from 
£1 5s. to £% 8s. He brought forward the 
proposal at Liverpool two years ago, but it 
was rejected. There was, however, enough 
to be said in its favour to bring it forward 
again. It was a question much more for the 
general body of the members than for the 
Council. If carried he did not believe that 
the effect would be to reduce the number of 
new members. It would have the effect of 
saving the officers a great deal of trouble. It 
would, too, retain members amongst them, 
as they would feel that they had not sub- 
scribed merely for one year, and they would 
be reluctant to withdraw at the end of the 
first year, as they would then, as it were, lose 
a half-guinea. They might also raise the 
Associate's fee, and then if a man wished to 
become afuU member, he could do so simply by 
paying the half-guinea entrance fee. They 
also felt that at present life members were 
not of great importance. Only ;£i68 had 
been received on that head, and it was so 
invested that it was not accessible. He 
therefore proposed the following resolution*. — 

"That Section III, Articles 3 and 4, read 
" as follows ; — 

**3. There shall be two classes of members, 
subscribing and honorary, and one of associates ; 



the class of associate members to consist of junior 
assistants and apprentices, who must be actually 
engaged in library work, and under twenty-one 
years of age. Associations to have all the privi- 
leges and advantages of members, the Transactions 
excepted, which they will, however, be allowed 
to purchase at one-half the published price. 

" 4. Subscribing members to pay an annual sub- 
scription of half-a-guinea, and associate members 
five shillings. Such subscriptions shall become 
due on the Sth of October in each year.'* 

Mr. TONKS seconded the motion. 
Mr. Tedder asked whether if the reso- 
lution were passed it would increase his 
subscription ? 

The Chairman said that it would not. 
New members only would have to pay an 
entrance fee of half-a-guinea each, in addition 
to their annual subscriptions. 

Mr. Barrett opposed the motion. He 
did not think it a desirable step to take. He 
was quite sure he should find a difficulty in 
obtaining subscribers if there were an en- 
trance fee of half-a-guinea in addition to the 
annual subscription. 

Mr. Scarse said that his impression was 
firm and strong against imposing any entrance 
fee at all. He believed that it would prevent 
new members joining. As to getting in the 
subscriptions of existing members, he would 
suggest that the secretary request the local 
secretaries to collect the subscriptions in 
their respective districts. Let each district 
secretary be responsible for the collection of 
the subscriptions in his district. If they 
imposed an entrance fee of los. 6d. he for 
one would be very reluctant to ask people to 
become members. 

The Hon. Secretary said there need be 
no necessity for asking persons to become 
members where any delicacy was felt in the 
matter. At present they allowed people to 
come to their meetings, hear papers read, &c. 
for the small payment of five shillings. 
Under the new rule they could ask persons 
to become members on payment oi £\ is., 
or associates on payment of los. 6d. 

Mr. Briscoe suggested that the new rule 
at all events should not come into immediate 
operation. The feeling of absent members 
whom he had consulted was adverse to the 
imposition of an entrance fee. He would 
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suggest that libraries as well as their librarians 
should subscribe to the funds. 

Mr. Barrett objected to the imposition 
of an entrance fee, believing that the effect 
of it would be to discourage the accession 
of new members. 

Mr. Harrison said it would be no help 

to the Association unless the additional sub- 

^ scription rule came into force at once. The 

half-guinea entrance fee was really wanted to 

increase the funds of the Association. 

Mr. Tedder urged that one argument in 
favour of an entrance fee was that it tended 
to bind members to the Association. At 
present a man paid his .half-guinea, and 
practically they had no hold upon him. If, 
however, he paid an entrance fee, he does not 
like to lose the advantage of it, and feels 
himself bound to remain on the list of mem- 
bers. 

Mr. Jepson said that he should like to ask 
if the half-guinea entrance fee would get the 
Association out of its difficulty as regards 
the publication of the Chronicle and the 
Transactions? If not, they had better 
• at once raise the subscription to a guinea. 
They were all willing to pay their guinea each 
to whatever club they belonged for political 
purposes, and he was sure they would will- 
ingly do so to the Association. 

The motion was then put to the meeting 
and carried by 25 votes to 12. 

Mr. ToNKS then proposed that the sub- 
scription for associates should be raised from 
five shillings to ten shillings. Those who 
became associates were generally gentlemen 
to whom five shillings was a matter of no 
moment. 

Mr. Frowde seconded the motion. 

Mr. Herbert Jones opposed the motion. 
He said that associates did not as a rule join 
for any great love of bibliography, but out of 
compliment to the Association when it visited 
a town, and who in reality made their 
gatherings a social success. 

The resolution was withdrawn. 

The Hon. Secretary suggested that the 
resolutions should not come into force until 
next year. 

Mr. Dromgoole, on the other hand, main- 
tained that as soon as a budget was passed 
it came into operation at once, and he urged 



a similar practice in this case, a course of 
action that was agreed to. 

Mr. Harrison then moved a resolution 
rescinding the one passed at Dublin in regard 
to the payment of railway fares of country 
members attending Council meetings in 
London. He read a letter he had received 
from Mr. Frost. He said that he did. not 
think he could add anything to that important 
letter, coming as it did from one who, al- 
though not a member of the Council now, 
had yet occupied that position. As a matter 
of fact he, as treasurer, only paid those who 
applied to him. The charge was a heavy 
one upon the funds of the Society. There 
were twelve provincial members, who were 
all, under the Dublin rule, entitled to their 
expenses, and he thought that until they were 
a little richer they would do well to rescind 
the resolution. 

Mr. Barrett seconded the motion. 

Mr. Madelev said that the resolution was 
that the provincial members should be paid 
their expenses. Nothing was said about 
their having to apply for it. He thought it 
would be a far more valuable jnove, before 
taking a step of this kind, if some information 
were given to the members of the Council as 
to what had been done at the meetings that 
had been held, and what was to be done at 
those to which they were expected to attend. 
The members would then be able to judge 
whether it was worth their while to make 
long journeys to attend certain meetings. 
He thought that, if the Association would go 
to the expense of doing that after each Council 
meeting, the members would know whether 
it was worth while to make a journey to 
London, or to leave the business to the 
London members. 

The Hon. Secretary said that there 
could be no difficulty in carrying out that 
suggestion, and after a short conversation 
the motion was withdrawn. 

Mr. MULLINS then moved from the chair 
a resolution to the effect that for the future 
the Chronicle be conducted by a limited 
liability company. He explained that several 
gentlemen were willing to form themselves 
into a company and conduct the CHRONICLE. 
If it were successful of course the profits 
would be theirs, but if it were unsuccessful 




EIGHTH ANNUAL MEETING. 



35 



then no responsibility would attach to the 
members of the Association ; and more than 
that, the Association would then be able to 
take up the Chronicle again. 

Mr. Dromgoole said that this was too 
important a matter to be decided upon lightly, 
and the members needed to be informed upon 
many points before they arrived at a con- 
clusion. The Chronicle had not been a 
success, and he would like to know how it 
was proposed to convert into a success what 
hitherto they had been unable to make a 
success? Were the members of the new 
Company also members of the Association ? 
(" Yes.") Then they were going to undertake 
what all the members of the Association had 
failed to do. It seemed to him that it was 
proposed to hand over, out of their control, 
the power of producing the Chronicle. It 
was well-known what the cost was of pro- 
ducing th^ magazine, and it was evident the 
new company proposed to make it pay by 
receiving a large number of advertisements. 
The Chronicle would then be a commercial 
venture, and would cease to be primarily the 
organ of the Association. Indeed, the 
Association would lose all control over its 
pages, and what proof was there that the 
Transactions would be published there at all. 
These were matters on which the members 
should have full information. 

Mr. Chancellor Christie said there were 
only two courses for the Association to take. 
One was that the members of the Association 
should provide the funds to carry on the 
Chronicle. If they were willing to do that, 
of course the proposal to form a company fell 
to the ground. The members, however, had 
been asked over and over again and had not 
done so. The only other course was to get 
some other persons to supply the funds on 
such terms as might be arranged. Of course 
if a company be formed it would be absolutely 
supreme as far as its own affairs were con- 
cerned. Perhaps it could be carried on 
successfully, perhaps it might not be a suc- 
cess, but in either case no responsibility 
would rest on the members of the Association. 
He thought the members ought to be very 
much obliged to gentlemen who took upon 
their individual shoulders so much responsi- 
bility with so little hope of adequate profit. 



Of course it would be quite open at any time 
for the Association to say to the company 
" we will not employ you." • 

Mr. Tonks said that the question really 
was whether members wished to have the 
journal supplied to them as hitherto, or be 
without it. As a matter of fact the Council 
arrived at a resolution some months ago that 
the journal should be no longer published, 
and it was extremely improbable that the 
Council would feel inclined themselves to 
continue its publication. It must be remem- 
bered that it was due to their industrious 
Honorary Secretary, who up to the present 
time had taken upon himself the whole 
trouble, that the Chronicle was now in 
existence. It was very probable, as had been 
said, that the Chronicle might result in a 
loss to the proposed company, but still it 
would not be any loss to the members. In 
short, the members would have their journal, 
but would have no responsibility. 

Mr. Herbert Jones endorsed all that 
Mr. Tonks had said as to the obligations 
which the Association were under to the 
Hon. Secretary, and he thought that those 
responsibilities ought to be lessened, not 
increased, but he contended that the pro- 
posal came on the Association as a sur- 
prise, and without further information he for 
one should certainly not feel justified in 
voting on the matter. 

Mr. Tedder pointed out that, as regarded 
the proposal, a most eloquent argument in 
its support was to be found on reference to 
the balance-sheet. On the one hand was an 
income oi £200 odd, and that sum had to 
be paid for printing alone, leaving but £^0 
from other sources for all other expenses. 
They must therefore find some way of de- 
creasing their printing bill, or they could not 
carry on the Chronicle. The Council fully 
decided some time ago that it was impossible 
to carry it on, and came to a resolution to 
that effect, and they did not feel justified in 
publishing the March number. For some 
time past the Honorary Secretary had really 
carried it on at his own risk. The Council 
considered that the time had arrived when it 
should be taken up by a responsible body, 
particularly amongst their members, and not 
by an enterprising publisher. The Council 
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then agreed to submit this proposal to the 
members, and to appeal to them, and circu- 
lars had been sent to sixty or seventy of them, 
and a great number of shares had been 
taken up. 

Mr. C. A. V. CONYBEARE asked what 
guarantee there was that the Company would 
not soon be involved in the same sort of 
difficulty that the Association was now in. 
Could there not be a guarantee of some sort 
for two or three years. 

The Hon. Secretary explained that the 
Council would pay on behalf of the Asso- 
ciation five shillings per annum per member 
for them to be supplied with the Chronicle. 
In that way the liability of the Association 
would be definitely limited. It was also 
proposed to invite the members of the Asso- 
ciation to take one or more shares each, so 
as to keep the matter out of the hands of a 
clique or syndicate who might endeavour to 
make a fortune out of the Chronicle. 

Mr. Dromgoole asked if all the members 
of the Association had been applied to in 
respect of this Company. He supposed it 
was intended to give over the whole of the 
copyright and goodwill existing in the 
Chronicle. Were the members to under- 
stand from what had been said that the 
Council had some months ago abandoned 
the publication of the Chronicle? If so, 
he did not understand upon what grounds 
they had done so. They were not invested 
with powers to do so at the last meeting of 
the Association. He would ask them why 
they had abandoned the Chronicle? 

Chancellor Christie.— To avoid bank- 
ruptcy. 

Mr. Dromgoole asked if the Council 
were the only persons to avoid bankruptcy ? 
Where was the power given to the Council 
to dispose of the property of the Associa- 
tion in that way ? They might next dispense 
with holding the Annual Conference. He 
was sure the members of the Association 
were prepared to meet their responsibility. 
They were now told that Mr. Thomas had 
been the proprietor of the periodical for some 
months, and they had to acknowledge their 
indebtedness to him for so doing. He would 
take this opportunity of saying that too much 
money had been spent in the production of 



the Chronicle. In the first place they had 
too much paper and too little matter. Both 
quantity and quality of the paper had been 
out of all proportion to their requirements ; 
otherwise they would have been in the proud 
position of owning a paying journal. But of 
course if the Chronicle had gone out of 
their hands, there was no help for it. 

Mr. Harrison said that paper was one of 
the cheapest things in the world, and the 
total amount of having a different quality 
would not come to many shillings a year. 
As to the quantity used, whose fault was that? 
Every member of the Association had been 
appealed to, and few send in contributions. 
Sometimes the editor had had to write the 
whole of the papers. 

Mr. W. H. K. Wright said that he con- 
curred in the remarks as to the expense of 
production. It could be produced, so far as 
printing was concerned, at much less cost 
in the provinces than in the metropolis. He 
would undertake to carry on the work at a 
much lower rate in Plymouth than it was 
being done in London. 

Dr. Gale said that he hardly saw the 
position in which they stood. It seemed to 
him that the Association having failed to 
make the Chronicle a success, were now 
wishful that a Company should do so, and 
that then the Association would take it back. 
He would venture to suggest that the matter 
be adjourned for a few hours, or longer if 
necessary, so that a committee of about a 
dozen or so could meet and put the matter 
into such a shape that each member could 
understand the matter, and they then per- 
haps would take up shares. 

Mr. Chancellor Christie objected to any 
postponement of the question. Unless £^00 
were speedily forthcoming there would be 
no more Chronicle. 

After some further conversation, 

Mr. Dromgoole moved as an amendment 
that the matter should be postponed. He 
was sure the members were not in a position 
to decide upon the matter in its present form. 

Mr. Bone seconded the amendment be- 
cause he did not see clearly the position they 
would be in. He should like to see the 
guarantee properly drawn up and signed, in 
order that they might know where they were. 
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Mr. TONKS wanted to know who was to 
take the guarantee, and who was to give it. 
There was no Company in existence at pre- 
sent. Here were a number of active members 
of the Association undertaking to publish the 
journal and supply it to the members, but 
it was not a Company that could give a 
guarantee. They must trust their members. 

The Hon. Secretary pointed out that all 
the resolution asked for was that the Council 
should be authorised to make such an arrange- 
ment if they thought fit. 

Mr. Dromgoole said that he should take 
a share, and after a further conversation the 
motion was carried. 

It was then decided to hold the next 
Annual Meeting at London, and the one in 
1887 in Birmingham. 

Mr. Chancellor Christie then moved that 
the thanks of the Association be given to the 
Mayor of Plymouth, Mr. J. Shelly, Hon. 
Local Treasurer, and the other members of 
the Local Committee. He said that he was 
quite sure that no words of his were necessary 
to commend that resolution to the meeting. 
He would merely say how very much all the 
members had felt the kindness they had 
experienced. Inmiediately on their arrival 
they were received in the most hospitable 
way by the Mayor of Plymouth. In the 
evening they were heartily received by Mr. 
Shelly, and Mr. Wright had looked after 
their pleasure and comfort in a manner no 
one could exceed. 

The Rev. J. C. Hudson seconded the 
motion which was carried by acclamation. 

Mr. R. C. Serpell in the absence of 
the Mayor said that he was quite sure that 
the services given by all those who had taken 
an interest in the matter had been given most 
heartily. The bulk of the work was un- 
doubtedly due to Mr. Wright, who had 
initiated the work and carried it through. 
He was sure that Plymouth felt honoured by 
the visit of the Association, and receiving 
them had been a great pleasure to all con- 
cerned. He felt that they might reasonably 
hope that their visit would contribute to the 
extension of the free library movement in 
that part of the countr>\ 



The Mayor of Plymouth (who subse- 
quently arrived), in briefly returning thanks, 
said that the work had been a labour of love 
to all concerned. 

Mr. Wright also responded. 

Mr. Barrett then moved a vote of 
thaAks to all those Institutions which had 
been visited by the Association. 

Mr. FoLKARD seconded the motion which 
was carried unanimously. 

Mr. Plant proposed a vote of thanks to 
Lords Mount Edgcumbe and Morley, the 
Port Admiral, and the Mayor of Devonport 
for their kind invitations. 

Mr. Briscoe seconded the motion, which 
was heartily carried. 

Mr. C. A. V. CoNYBEARE proposed a vote 
of thanks to the officers of the Association, 
especially mentioning the Secretary, Mr. E. 
C. Thomas, and the Treasurer, Mr. Harrison. 
He said that he hoped ere long to be in a 
better position to promote the interests of 
the Association, as, if he were returned to 
the House of Commons, he should not be 
backward in helping forward such legislation 
as tended to promote the objects the Asso- 
ciation had in view. 

Mr. Ballinger seconded the motion, 
which was carried. 

Mr. R. Harrison responded, and said that 
if he and his colleagues, in carrying out the 
work of the Association for the past nine 
years, had done their very best, they were 
gratified for the vote of thanks just passed. 
They had, he hoped, got the toddling infant 
-firmly on its legs, and, speaking for himself, 
he felt that age was creeping over him, and 
he would like to be released from the office 
he occupied. (No, no.) 

The Hon. Secretary also responded. 

The Committee, appointed to draw up a 
classification of books suitable for free public 
libraries, report that they were unable to ar- 
range a meeting previous to the present Con- 
ference, but have met several times during 
this week. They propose to carry on during 
the next year a correspondence on the sub- 
ject, in the hope that at the next meeting 
they may have been able to agree upon a 
scheme. 
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